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ON THE 


- Dangers of the Church, 


Occaſioned by the 


MEMORIAL 


OF THE 
CHURCH of ENL AND, &c. 


T has always been for the Honour and Advantage of the Church 
of England, that She has required a profound Reſpect to be paid 
by all Her M to thoſe whom God has ſet over them both 
in Church and State. | 
It has been alſo the Character of all Her True Membery, that they 
are not over ready to hearken to Stories handed about to the Diſad- 
—_ of thoſe, to whom their Church has obliged them to pay this 
Relpect. | 
2 are ſenſible in the fiſt place, That Men in Power are very of- 
ten abuſed by ill Tongues; not only their Actions more narrowly in- 
ſpected, but many times more unjuſtly repreſeated than other Mens. 
And in the next place, That tis a very eaſie Task for a Man of to- 
lerable Parts, thus to repreſent their Actions unjuſtly. And that there 
are Men that will do it, is as certain. as that there are either Ill natur'd 
Men, and ſuch as have been diſappointed in their Aims, and have miſs'd 
.of the Favour of thoſe that had it in their Power. to Gratifie them; 
or ſuch as hape to convince the „ that they have Pens 
2 an 


and keen enough to cut ſo d 
they are taken off in time, 


ſort of Turbulent Spirits by Preferments, bas emboldened others of the 
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eep, as to endanger the Miniſtry at leaſt, unleſs 
Some weak Governments having bought off ſuch 


ſame ſtamp, to play the like game over again, with the ſame hopes of Succeſs. 
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There has been a mighty Clamour of late about the Church, and the 


Government it ſelf has been-acenſed, either bare · facedly, or by broad 


Inſinuations of being in deſigns againſt Her, The Clergy 
much alirm'd at this, and h 


gainſt the:Intereſt of 


ſelves 8 


theif own Biſnops favonrec. | 
The deſign of Preſerving the Church appear'd very Commendable, 


and by the influence which the Cry of its dangers has had over the Clergy, 
it appears that thoſe were not Impolitick that raiſed it. 
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Jealouſies and Suſpicions of our Goverwdrs, entier-m 


norithe 
ks-that 


Church and State, being diſaffected to the Church, as the Memorial infinu- 
ates they are, not excepting the Q Her Self as drawn into the deſign, - 
every one has a right to Judge of; and for the Hearts and Affections 


of Mes 


ſent amoneſt us. 
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g, and that any People with their 
| red; is, How the Clergy came 
perſwaded that forge Men that are not over conftant -attendants 


on the Service of the Church; are Truer Ftiends t it, than others, that 


_ never for ſook the Churth upon 
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berate the Firm Friends ofthe Church from che Secret Ebemies of it. 
For I am not, ſo weak as to-thigk,, Tbat the mvltiende of: Laer and. For- 
geries that have been charged. e upon L—-y,.D-—ke, and 
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Men: : tho' it ſhould be pear neuer ſo clearly, that they can have 
they econ; ere of England, becauſe vis hard to prove 
they are 


That they have; w e 
they have once as vio ut ly 


ed, as Mr. L—y can teſtiſie, concern 


ing his Doctrine of Poſſive Obedience; and are equally zealous for Truth 
or „ as either appear to be for their latereſt. But let the Cha · 
A ˖ . hat they pleaſe, their Authority, ſometimes 

no doubt a great number of the Clergy. think it fo; 


ö 187 ;her 
che: ſo N e 


For according, as theſe Men pronounce, and 


ſome warm Gentlemen of the u ty their Pupils, a large part of the 

Clergy very. Implicitely beliere. Whether the Evidence ought: to weigh 
| y. with. them, may be a Qypeſtion, but that they have no better 
Evidence than what theſe Men, or their vader Agents, wo produced, 


.can-be none, 
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92 a no 2 Principles, becauſe ſame will for, 
gfed any Principles violently, but ſuch as 


a eſs a Zeal for. the Church, or eſſe they would 
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_ But laying, N aſide, and to ſay no more of the Credidility of 
the Vocthers, let us Examine the Matters of Fa, and the appearance of 
| — the C. of E. upon which theſe Jealouſies are raiſed in the Heads 


aud ſuch an as if we may believe the Ae · 
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At the beginuſhg of this Hany Reign, it was d the 8 or every 
one that Loved the.Church, toexpreſs the moſt Grateful Senſe he was 
able of Her Majeffy's known-Zel-andAfﬀeRtivn to it, And th acknow 


ledge with: almoſt 4 Joy and Thavkfytneſs, Her gfert Prudence, in 
a Treaſurer to 


appointing ſuch a Genera to Lead Her Armies, and ſuch 


manage Her Reventes, as had diftivgniſh'd themſelves as Eminently up- 


on all Occaſions by their Concern 'for the Church, - as by their unque- 
ſtioned Adilities for their RefpeFive Poſs. 


Her Moſt Excellent Majeſty has with the fime Zeal and Firmheßd con- 
tinned Conſtant and Uniform in the Intereſt of the Church; and Her Great 


Miniſters , beſides the Honour and Credit they have bronght to the En- 


zliſh Nation, the. One by His Valour aud Conduct Abroad, and the == 


by the Wiſe Diſcharge of His - Great Prouſt at Home, have 


Their Character of being Entirely in the Intereſt of the Churc 


all Diſintereſted Peſons, hag have not ask d for Places, nor have been 
diſapvointed in their Expectatious of any,” - 


There have been no Alterations, of any kind, . either ade, or at · 
tempted to be made in the Litwyy, or any part of the Eccleſiaſtical, Con- 
-ftitution, ſince Her Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Crown. 

So that the Church has rot loſt ſo much as one of Her Ceremonies; and 
thoſe of Her Members, that it is' moſt for or Bs Intereſt and Secirity 
to keep, have not in the ledſt recedel Communion. 

As for the Revenues of the Curb, e o far from delug di- 
miniſhed in an} one Stb of them. ook of Her Grice 
and Favour, has parted with ſome of . to add large Ae 

e- 


thoſe of the Church, er the nr of e an of Her * 
deceſſors. 1 
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the Church) of want of A obe to 
is the Topick the Memorial raves and rails plen — on, tothe e Sal 
faction, and tis hoped — ＋ to the Advantage its ien. For, 


They can't be loved, EN be feateq; 
co as good an accbunt. 0 O! 19% . 


7 oy oo 23 97 
But 


* "97 


CEN) 

ut how does this want of: Affection to the Church appear? howthas 
the Gopernment diſcover'd its neglec̃t of the Churches Honour and Intereſt ? 
The Memorial tells us in almoſt every 
the Church are pat into Places, 
out and di 
and Courted at the Expence of Her Beſt and Trueſt Friends. . 

Theſe Plares ſtick much in their Heads, and if they could get them all 
into their Hands, I am afraid the poor Church would be leaſt of all in their 
Hearts. Whether Railing be the way to Places, I can't aſſure thoſe Au- 


But who are theſe Enemies to the Church, that are Courted at the ex- 
pence of the Churches Friends? U 
tor, and. weigh who are to be Provok'd at this Jundure. 


. 


maturely 
The Plain \Englifh'of all this Matter, is this. Her Majefy has been 
to make ſome Alterations among Her 
Officers of Truſt and Profit, Upon this the Government's Zealand Con- 
dern for the Church is every where by theſe Men called in Queſtion. 
in in, which they could not poſſibl ———— eng 
Wink could not pollibly . If their: Advantageous Poſts - 
——— to them. The want of Places makes Men very clear 
Sighted, and fometimes double Sighted too; tis to be hoped . will make - 
| = ws at Dangers, and if thoſe can be prevented 
C Or 


pleaſed in Her great Wiſdom, 


Theꝝ that are turned out have the 


them as good at 
chat threaten eit State, by their being put out of Places, 
it is very Happy for the Nation that they are fo. NIP | 
Hut how comes the Church to be Concerned in Her Majeſty 


of Her Fanours ? Had Princes uſed to be taxed with being againſt the 


Church, for making Alterations in the 24niftry why mayn t they al- 


lowed to Judge of Men's Abilities, and their Fitneſs for their Service, 
without intending the leaſt Prejudice to the Church ? All ſort of Zeal for 


the Church, is not a Qualification for a Truſt of Con 
Affection to the Church-wd 
may not à Prince be as well able to Judge of a Feigned 


and a Real Zeal ; 


as other People, and to Prefer which She thinks beſt Qualifiei to Serve 
bother and the Church ? But. if-noiſe for the Church be the only Qua- - 
lification for a Amir of State, tis but having good Lungs and a large 


Throat to be the beſt Stwefinarin the Nation 


It bas been an avt in mere Ages than this in which we live, . - 
for Men to pretend the dunſe of the Church and Religion when then meant 


nothing leſs, and to cry out of the Dangers 


ſelves had not the Manggement and Diſpoſal even of all Temporal Prefer- 
ments; but it was a 


into a belief, That they 
C. tho' it was viſible they had not any manner of Concern for Religion 


That Men diſaffected to 
and others of known Zeal to Her turn d 
A Party that ſeeks the Ruin of the Church, is Careſſed 


thors, but if it be, they need not fear their Title to ſome of the beſt in 


pom whoſe account the T----- is bid to look. 


$ diſpenſing | 


. And if i 
to de a- mark of a Man's Abilities, Why 


piece of Art in Men to work the Clergy up 
were out of Principle particularly zealous for the 
inn 
K.. 


(> ' 
* 0 4 : 
** : 
N 
volt 4 
F 18 . 
ot ; 
6 87 
- * 
4 J 
* | 
by PSY [ j 
IT) er 
i= 
: . 


4.902 
s . 2 2 — 
W 


1 , 
e o apts vhs — 2 —— — = omar 
\ 


Qnſe be tas, not at he head of che Amin, in the Reign of 
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. 2Itaras the: Artiſice-of theDoke 06Gu/c, the head. df the Faltiin, be- 


| Hemy III. 
& Framce, When he was in deſigns to undermine the Goyernmentzto make 


Religion and the Church the Cloak to cover ali his Fafthipns. And the 
Hiſtorian ( Davilab obſerves ; of him, L. 7.) That He Inas always able 
nity marvellous oporrunities :o advautc bis o Enterpriæei in oth a manner, 
45. no other Intereſt ſbaulu appear outwardly but that of Religion; Pur ſuant 
to this, out of his mighty Zeal for the Church, he propounded this plas- 
{able offer, That he deſired nothing -but an _ Edit} againſt the Hugonots, that 
10 other Religion but. the Catboſick ſhould be permitted in the Kingdom,; and 
that the Nugonots {old be Incapable of all Offices and Dignaties of what 
kind joe der. This gave him and his: Faction great Gredit; and migh- 
ty Advantages, and drew all the'Clengy, to bis Harty - Fhe City of Paris 
was full of Infamous Pampilets, (Lib. 9.) .which for the. moſt part: abuſing the 
Name «of the Duke D Eſporoon, (the. Chief Miniſter), -redowided ta the 
Scorn and Diſgrace of the Royal Majeſty.; On the other fade; all thee Streets 
and every tor ner of Paris, reſoumdeu the Praiſes of the Duke of Guiſe, Cele- 
lebrated in Verſe and Proſe 24 Tbonſand Writes, with the Jule ef tbe nen 
David, the Second, Moſes, the einern af the:Catboliph Reople,;: the Prop and 
Villar of the. Holy Cburch; and the Pregebers in der ;avonted manner , but 
with greater Licenſe; openly inveiging againſt the preſent. fair, filled the Peo- 
ples Ears with wonders of this Hero, come into the World for the dejared Safety of 
Church and K ingd m. Which things ſpread Laduſtriouſly thro? all parts 
of France, made [preſſions upon the People, to the great diſadvantage 
of the King, and to the raiſing the Intereſts of the Guifes, The King 
-himſelf was repreſented by. the Party as diſaffected to the Church and the 
Catbolict Cauſe; a Fauower, and Upbolder of Hereticks, For ſo another 
Hiſtorian ( Mexerary) tells us, That the Guiſes cauſed tbe King to be decried 
by tbeir Emiſſaries, and by their Preachers, as an Alztter of Hereticks, and 
proclaimed every where, Ihat be conſpired with tbe King of Navarre to oppreſs 
wil:the Good C „ nou tt on on fo 
Theſe Arts had à mighty Iafluence upon the People, and gained fuch 
ſtrength to the · Guiſes, and ſet them at the head of ſuch numerous Forces, 
chat the Crown was ia the utmoſt danger. The King was forced to ſa- 
tisfic all their demands about Religion; and to conſent that the Hugo- 
dots ſhould be ſuppreſs'd and dab d: but the Edic drawn from him ſo 


* force, he reſolved peyer,49:execute. For he argued 
db in hi il, Tbat tha Hngangt Party being deſtreyed which 
brialleu abe Power, . 


-be left a Prey to their 
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For ſo it proved, Religion was the Pretence, but they wanted the Adminiſtration, 
For after the King had Sworn to ſuch Edi, as they contended for, he was {till in 
the ſan.e 2 The Clergy ſtill threw out Invectives againſt him, which Mezergy 
thinks, out — to their Function ſhould ha en ' 
it have been conſiſtent with the Fidelity and Impartiality required in an po 


him, as Favourers of Hereticks,tho* they knew they favoured them not, any farther than 
in ſeeking Preſervation from them againſt the Rebels of the League. Maud be Pru- 
dence, ſays that Hiſtorian, to buyy in 
the King, the declamations of the Pulpiteers, lewd Songs, the infanous Drſcourſes, 

bloody Satyrs wherewith they mangled bis Reputation ;, and I might omit, were it not too great 
an injury and breach in Hiftory, what the faculty in Divinity, eſteemed the leading one of al 
Chriſtendom, aſſerted, upon a Conſultation bela with them, T bat the French were diſcharged 
of all Oaths of Fidelity, and their Duty of Obedience towards Henry d' Valots, and that 


a moſt terrible Conſequence. 
To ſuch a degree were the Clergy 


heated againſt the Xing and his Hniſtry, out of 


ſo fair a Game to play, as when they had 7 the Minds of People, they 
were engaged in defencę and 2 of the Cathbolick Cauſe. 1141 Fant | 

I have the rather mentioned this Inſtance, not only becauſe tis very paralel in many 
particulars,as any one may ſee more at large, in the Hiſtorians themſelves, to the deſigns 
and actions of ſome Modern Politicians z but alſo, becauſe a pretty zealous Writer, Sir 


of H. III. in publiſhing Edicts to debar all the Reformed Religion from Places of Truſt 
and Profit, and has ventured to draw Arguments from the wiſdom and fneceſs of his 
deſign, for the neceſlity of the Occeſional Bil, to prevent all from bearing Offices, that 


ſince that Gentleman read rhe Hiſtories that mention this Fact; for otherwiſe he w 

have remembred, That it was with the greateſt difficulty that the King was brought 
to conſent to that Edit; He foreſaw that if it was executed, it would indeed ſuppreſs 
the Hugonots, but it would alſo throw him into the hands of the Guiſes, who he knew 
would Dethrone him, as tis viſible they deſigned to do; and the Queen Mother, Kathe- 
rine de Medicis, who ſaw thro' the deſign, and the conſequences of it, but yet ſaw it 
was abſolute neceſſary ſeemingly to grant it, prevailed opon him in appearance to 
conſent to, and approve of it, becauſe the Event world ſbem it was alſo abſolutely im- 


P execution. The Fasbium that promoted it, deſigned ip the 
had 


the entire Management of. Affairs in their own hands; for they would have 
gth enough to have diſplaced all the Aimifry, tho? far enough from being 
onots ; and then, as Davilab tells us, To lay afide the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the 


" Wha roger fi thoſe propoſed | | 

the deſign o was that this Ea in France; is very plain, but 
what their Intention was, that were ſo Zealous ſor a Bill of like 1 — our 
ſelves, is nor yet very apparent. But they that make vic of a French Inſt ence, and ap- 


ground to ſuſpect, That they deſign to Copy after it throughout. el 


ve been paſs'd over in ſilence, out 
they told the People they were «bſolved from their Allegiance, they aſpers d abour 


getfulneſs, the furions Heats of the Parifyens againſt” — 
| the t | 


might with a ſafe Conſcience, take up Arms againſt Him, which drew ſomewhat after it of | 


a blind zeal for the C ch; tho” it was too plain the Cry was chĩefly raiſed to favour the 
Ambition of the Guiſes, and their followers. Who knew that they could never have 


H. A. (and after him the Memorial) has taken the Liberty to Commend che Politicks 


are nor entirely Conformable to the Eſtabliſb d Church. — it may be pretty long | 
5 ou 


Perſon of the K. of Navarre; who was then s Proteſtant, and entirely hated by the 


plaud the deſign ſo far, as ta offer it for an Example, give ſome Cautious People | 
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The paſſing of an Occaſional Bill, would if we may gueſs from the immediate con- 
ſequences of it, have had of its ſelf ſo little Influence, that it could not deſerve all 


the heat and ſtir that was made about it. 

The turning of a few little Men out of Places in ſome Corporations of England 
or perhaps in ſome inferior State Offices, if the Bill would have done it: which after 
all is a Queſtion,is of no great Conſequence to the Security of the Church, For their be- 
mg in Offices can do no great damage, nor the diſplacing them do any great Service 
to it. But the Supream Management of Affairs, and the diſpoſal of the Suc —— x, 
which might be remoter views, are matters of the higheſt Importance, and well worth 
contending for. Whether the Paſſing the Bill would have had ſuch an Effect, as to 
put all the Power into the hands of a Party, or not. Tis poſlible it might have been 
contended for with lefs zeal, if ſome ſuch thoughts had not been in ſome Mens Heads. 
It was no falſe Conje&ure of the Guiſes, that if the Edict they had gained from the 
King had been Executed, it would ſo far have diſobliged the Hugonots, that he could 
depend but little upon their Aſſiſtance in any danger; and then the Conſequence 
wou'd be, he muſt fall into the hands of the Guiſes Faction, who could then make 
what Conditions they pleaſed for themſelves, and force him to hold his Crown by as 
precarious a Tenure, as they could have deſired. 

I can't ſay that the Party that call themſelves the Church here, could have any ſuch 
deſigns ;' far be it from Church-men to harbour any ſuch Selfiſh Thoughts, eſpecially 
ſuch as might ſink the dignity of Royal Majeſty. But yet the Conſequences look natu- 
ral enough; could they have prevailed upon the Government, to ſhew what marks 
of diſpleaſure they thought fir, upon thoſe they would be pleaſed to call Presbyterians 
and their Aettors, they ſhould then be the ſole determiners of the proper Objects of the 
Royal Bounty and Favours, and be able to ſet Limits to the Prince's Commands, and 
their on Obedience to them. | 

le is not improbable, I ſay, that they who know by themſelves, what an Influence 
Places have, over the Tempers and Affections of Men, to make them firm or pliable 
in their Obedience; to raiſe them to all manner of Commendations of a Government, 
or to heat them into Inve&ives againſt it, according as they are gratified with Places, 
or diſobliged by their want of them; ſhould think others made after the ſame man- 
ner as themſelves, and that they would loſe ſome of their zcal and affect ion for the Go- 
vern ment with the loſs of their Places, and conſequently leave it to depend upon 
their own Good Will and Pleaſure. Which no doubt they would ſupport juſt as 
long, as it was for their particular Advantage to do it. 

How far the want or loſs of Places may diſguſt, ſome even that call themſelves 
High-Church men, have Experienced; and the Publick has ſeen by the Memorial, and 
fome other Good Office: of their Friends, they are not altogether incapable of Reſent- 
ment. And if Men that have ed to ſuch unbounded Duty, and ſuch ſtrict 
Principles of Loyalty, can't keep their Temper, but break forth into Undutifulneſs, 
not to ſay Seditious Expreſſions againſt their Governoxrs upon the occaſion, how ſhould 
wethink they would behave elves upon ſuch like uſage, who never came vp to ſuch 
' ſtrains of unlimited Obedience, and who are ſaid to be of more frail and mutable Na- 
tures. And what an Uproar the A -C -h would make upon any the leaſt Act of 
Undutifulneſs in any but themſelves, both ſides I believe are ſenſible. 

' Places are certainly of a very bewitching nature; if they make ſome. Occaſionally 
Conform, make others Occaſi Loyal : and what the difference, The one will 
be True to the Cheb, as long as tis for their Intereſt ; and the other will be True 
to the State, unleſs it is for their Iatereſt:to be otherwiſe. So that mann 
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has no greater Security of Occaſionab Loyaliſts, than the Church has of Occeſional Con- 
formiſts. And theſe can as well plead their zeal for the Church, as the other can 
their Fidelity to the Civil Government. And indeed if Allegiance may paſs for a cer- 
tain mark of the True Church of England, whatever the Occaſional Conformiſts are, the 
Occaſional Loyaliſts of all Men have the leaſt Right to be called Church-men. Their 
fury and violence againſt a Government they own, tho* the Concern for the Church 
be the Pretence, no Church Principles will defend. And if ſo, the contending for 
the Church, againſt the Doctrines of the Church, is following the Example of the Good 
Old Cauſe in 41. The taking up Arms againſt the Xing, by his Commiſſion, and 
fighting for the King's Authority, againſt Hts Perſon. 5 

But it may be pretended, That the heat and out- rage of the Aemorial, and ſome 
other Pamplets, are not at all deſigned againſt the Queen, but Her Miniſters. And 
this again was the pretence of 41. But if the Miniſters are ſtruck at, that are known 
to Act by Her Autbortty, and are | ed by Her, 'tis plain that Royal Majeſty it 
Self, is not deſigned to be Exempt And tis more than probable, that the ſtroke 
was directly levell'd at the Queen Her Self, when they upbraid Her in the Memorial, 
With their adberence to Her while only Pr with their Repreſentatives having cheer- 
fully ed Her, and the Nations Wanis; and then Inſolently and Unmannerly Re- 
proach With the repeated Cautions which they plainly ſee in Her Speeches, with the Ob- 

rudtions which thing that bas been advanced for the Security of the Church bas met with 
from ſome great Of — the C n; with the Church's not bolding the ſame rank in Her 
Eſteem and Confidence, that it held beretofore, and with Her not darmg to give the wonted 
marks of it, thro' the Ame of ſome Party or other. Theſe are Tauntings, not vſvally 
beſtow'd upon Crowned Heads ! And had they not been groundleſs, would hardly have 
been paſsgd over without the Puniſhment they deſerve. But Good Princes that merit 
the beſt returns, can moſt eaſily forgive the worff, And it will be told in the Annals 
of this Happy Reign, That as there has been the greateſt occaſions given for juſt ſe- 
verity, by an Ungratetul ſer of Men, who have largely taſted of Her Royal Bounty 
and Favour, ſo has Her Majeſty Excelled in Acts of Mercy and Clemency towards them, 
all that ever went before Her. 

There are hardly any Inſtances in Hiſtory of ſuch Affronts againſt a Government, 
that have been ſo quietly put up, of ſuch reſtleſs endeavours to alienate the Minds of 
the People from their Prince, by Libelling Her and Her Chief Ainiſters, that have been 
fo long endured; and of ſuch continual Abuſes that are thrown out, and ſuch Cla- 
mours and Out-cries made, without Cauſe or Provocation, (except ſuch as will al- 
ways be given to the end of the World, when a Prince pleaſes to change any of His 
Servants,) that have been hitherto paſgd over, without almoſt any kind of Rebuke. 
Such}Libels and Pamphlets, as the Memorial and many others, ſo Virulent, and ſo Sedi- 
tieus have been vented and ſcatter d in all Places, that if they can be equall'd by thoſe 
Times of Conſiſion and Rebellion which began in 41, 1 am ſore they have not been out- 
done by them. | 

If it be faid, That a few only are concerned in thoſe Libels, and that they alone 
are accountable for them, and not any Party of Men ; it will be anſwered, That all 
ſuch as defend, applaud, and ſpread them abroad, are almoſt as much Guilty as thoſe 
immediately employed in the Compiling them, Men may be Acceſſary that were 
not Authors. And thoſe that are fer npon the under work of promoting and crying 
up the Sedition, are as far A«tbors, as their Talents and Capacities will let them, They 
are fit Tools in their proper Places to cite and propagate at ſecond band. Some have 
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not quite-the Impudenee, with D-——ke and others to invent and tell : 
Lies tor Truths, but yet as they are pleaſed. with the Scaadal, they can dipene- ur 
their Conſciences in reporting them for Truths, becauſe they are in Priat. Impro- 
babilites, how great ſoever, to the prejudice of the State, are no Bars to the Faith 
of an Occaſſanai Loyaliſt, any more than they are in matters of Religion to an Atheiſt 
Thus our molt Excellent Queen and Her Faithful Ainiſtry are traduced by a com- 
youy of reſtleſs deſigning Men, who hope to make themſelves Conſiderable by raiſing 
iſtruſts and Jealouhies in the Minds of Her Jen, who have not opportugities of 
enquiring into the Certainty and Reaſons jof Reports, and to Effect chat by Mutiny 
which they can never do by any Merit of their own, or of their Cauſe. .- - *? 
The Authors of the Aemorial are pleaſed, among ſome others, to put this Queſti- 
on, Are We very ſuc, that tha who ill treated and beſpattered the r —— ſs, and boped 
_ = 2 [bo Reign, are grown ſincerely fond of the Z, and heartily glad that 
e does Reigu! | | | 
I ſhall gratific theſe Writers ſo far, as to anſwer them as they deſire, That Men 
who were thus rude to the Pr ſs, can never be very true to the AZ. But who 
are the Men that did this, why are they not produced? We can eaſily produce the 
Men that ill treat and beſpatter the Q — n, which I think is ſomething worſe than actin 
the ſame part towards the Princeſs, were there ny Man fo Bruitiſh as to do it. A 
if there were, who ſo likely as thoſe that take ſuch freedom with Her now She is 
Q-—7#2 ſo that in return we may deſire an anſwer to a more proper Oueſtion? Whe- 
ther thoſe that ill treat and beſpatter the Q, and conſequently wiſh for ſome Body 
clſe — Her — Hs ever bear any firm Zeal or true Affection to Her when She 
was Pr 5 
By whom the 2 is ill «ſed and leſpatter d, Libel d, and Lampoon d, is viſible to 
n the World, And they that will look into the Actions and Writings of ſome Men, 
will find them really guilty of that Baſe Seditious Practice, which without any ſha- 
dow of an Evidence, toey have charged upon others, and which they certainly forged, 
to render them Odiaus to the Q- and People. And tho the forgery has been long 
ſince detected, yet they have ſtill the Unparaled Confidence to make uſe of it. But 
thoſe that have the Forehead to charge Her Majeſty. with want of Affection to the 
Church, need not be mnch wondred at, if they invent Faliboods innumerable on the 
beſt of Her Subjects. | | | 2 
Theſe Occaſional Loyaliſts may talk loud of their zeal for the Church, to draw mul- 
titndes of Unthinking People after them, and to draw their Affection from thoſe in 
Authority, whom they cry out upon as unconcerned for the ſafety of the Church, up- 
on themſelves ; but if the Church of England her ſelf had been in Her M - F'S. 
_ at the head of Affairs, Sbe could have met with no better uſage at their 
8. „ 8.1 
Had She turn'd them out of Places, or not thought them fit, or not ſo fit as others, 
She would have been Exclaimed againſt, as much an Enemy tothe Church, or to ſome- 
thing elſe, that was as Popular, as her M y now is. Men once heated, would 
never have wanted pretences againſt even the Church her ſelf, had She not gratified 
and favoured them in their own way. | 4 
Why is Her Majeſty and Her M—— rs ſuſpected of being alienated from the 
Church! The Memorial tells us, That their want of zeal appears by ſome Men's be- 
ing diſmiſs'd from Court, and others appointed in their Room. But can no Qualifica- 
tions be. wanting in Men, that don't want zeal for the Church ? muſt their zeal 4 
. | ON | | the 


1 
the Church. make them moſt proper of all others to ſerve Her Aajeſty in Poſts where 
the Church is not at all Concerned ? lsa S——y»df te to be Director of Her M--y*s 
Conſcience ? or is the Keeper of the P y S, required to be an Interpreter 
of the Lirurgy and Canons ? If not, why all this ſtir abour State Places ? But granting; 
that True and Zealous Churcb- men are the fitteſt for ſuch Truſts, what difference has 
the Governn.ent made by alterations, with reſpect to the Charch? Why, the Memorial 
tells us, That the Great Patrons and Aſſertors of the Intereſt of the Ch----ch at 
C----rt, the D---ke of B----m, the E---Is of E —, N----m, — # ----ſea, E---} 
of D---ſ---rt, Sir E----d S----r, L- -d G---lle, G----1d, G---w---r, SIF G. R--- are 
turned out, without the leaſt pretence or colour of Offence ; what can we Judge of the 
Intereſt of the Ch----cb at C----t ? was any thing objected to them that might deſerve to be 
puniſhed with the loſs of their Places? | 3 1 

It ſeems they can own the loſs of Places a Puniſhment, when their Friends are diſ- 
miſs'd from them, but tis no hardſhip at all upon others, when a pretence is wanting 
to eject them. | 

3 to enter here upon the Juſtice and Civility of this charge 72 the Q. 
for turning out Her Servants, without the leaſt pretence or colour of Offence. An 
Inſinuation as if She was obliged to give the People an account of the reaſons of Hr 
diſplacing of ſome, and advancing others, which favours rankly of the Old Spirit of 
Rebellion; and tends to make the Q- n as little, as I fear theſe Occaſional Loyaliſt 
would have Her be; How has the Church ſuffered, by the diſplacing any of theſe 
mentioned; Perhaps ſome that call themſelves Church- men, may have been baulk d in 
their Ex pectations; but are not thoſe that ſucceeded them, as True Church-men, as 
really in the Intereſt of the Church, as any of thoſe that are turned out. What is 
the Teſt of a Church of England Man? If the Old Teft, the Liturgy, Articles, and 
Canons; theſe, upon trial will appear to have as true pretenſions to the Church as the 
ther. Keeping to the Order and Communion of the Church, and never Separating 
from it, uſed to denominate a Cburcb- man, and if that may be ſtill allowed, the lat- 
ter may plead cvery whit as good a Right as the former, and perhaps a much better 
than ſome of them. If the New Teſt of Voting for the — Bill muſt for 
the only diſtinguiſhing Character of a Church-man, ſome of theſe that ſupplicd the 
rooms of thoſe diſmiſ®d , muſt come under the ſame Denomination of Cburcb- mes, 
becauſe they were on the ſame fide for paſſing it. And if we add their Zeal to ſerve 
ſuch as think they have the beſt right to Church Titles and Preferments of any Men 
in the Nation, thoſe that have been promoted by them, will eafily prove they 
— real pretenfions to be True Church-men, whoever elſe are below the Cha- 
racter. 

Moſt of thoſe Honourable Gentlemen that have lateſt ſhared Her M's Fa- 
vour, were not I believe for Paſſing the Occaſional Hill; but then it does not appear, 
but that the Reafon was, That they did not apprehend the Paſſing it would have 
been at all for the Good of the Church. And indeed, as far as appears, from all the 
Arguments that have yet been urged for the Bill, no Advantage could have hapned to 

the Church by it. | | | 
It would have raiſed Jealouſies, and ſtir'd the humours of a Generation of Men, 
that are now quiet, (and ſeem to aim at nothing farther than the keeping their Toic- 
ration;). to no manner of purpoſe, but to create, Heats and Feuds amonſt us. What 
new Security would the Church have bad? Perhaps ſome Oceaßonal Conformiſts would 
have forſock their Places rather than their Practice of going for the moſt part 10 
| Core 
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Conventicles ;, and then it may be, ſome Occaſiong} Loyaliſts would have got into them 
to the no greater Security either of Church Fa State. Gl So into them 


But however that might have been, the pretended deſign of the Bill was Impracti- 
cable, which was to prevent Hypocriſie. For had the Bill Paſs d, they muſt know 
very little of the nature of Hypocrifie, that could think ſuch a Bill would have pre- 
vented it. It 1s a certain Rule with Hypocrites to follow their Intereſt, and Conſci- 
ence would have had no reſtraint upon ſuch in keeping them from Church, if Intereſt 
call'd them thigher, and they would moſt certainly have left their Meetings rather 
than their Profitable Places. So that if the Practice is fie, and Scandalous Equi- 
vocation, as the Memoraliſts and others call it, the Bill would have loſt its Effect in 
reſtraining them. The Fypocrites would have been conſtant Church-men, and yet no 
moreFriends to the Church perhaps than when they were Separatiſts; nay,perhaps more 
incenſed againſt it, and more watchful of an opportunity of making reprizals. 80 
that the Argument that is always brought to countenance the Bill, is really much 
ſtronger againſt it. To make the Bill reaſonable, we ſhould firſt prove, That they 
are not Hypocrites; for it we prove them Hypocrites, we make the Bill uſeleſs; for 
_ what Rules you will, a Hpocrite will comply, as far as his Intereſt directs 

im. 


Whether they are Hypocrites or not, is not my buſineſs to enquire, let them look 
to that as they will anſwer it to God and their own Conſciences. I am ſure it is no 
Sin in thoſe that Separate from 7 to come to our Churches, eſpecially when they 
have no Place in view, as many of the chief Non-Conformiſts have done, and I wiſh 
they would all conſider, that as it is not Unlawful to come to our Churches by their 
own Conceſlions, ſo they would not return to a Practice which is not lawful accordin 
to ours; and ſince they own they may come to our Church, I think, for the ſake o 
Decency and Order, of Peace and Unity, they ought always to do it. 
But be they what they will, either in Principle or Practice, if they are Hypocrites, 
the Bill would not affect them; if they go on upon Principle, the Bill was not a 
= proper way to Convert them, but rather to heat them more in their oppo- 

dion co us. 

So that if the Occaſional Bill is to be a Teſt, thoſe that ſaw into the Nature of 
it, and the diſſervice it would have done to the Church, ſhould be diſtinguiſhed as 
the only Men that have ſtudied the Honour and Safety of the Church by their zeal 
in oppoſing it. | | 

It is not enough to prove on the other ſide, that the Practice of Occaſional Confor- 
mity is wrong; and that thoſe that allaw it, can never defend a Separation, but are 
obliged to Conſtant Conformity : I ſhall readily grant all this; but I can't think that 
a Law to forbid it vpon forfeiture of Places, would alter Men's Principles, or is a 
Prager way to Convince them of their Errors. I muſt confeſs, had I the diſpoſal 
| of Places, I ſnhould conſider ſo much the difference of Men's Principles, as to beftow 
none upon thoſe that Diſſented from the Church, any more than I would upon Occa- 
ſional Loyaliſts; and I don't believe that the Q---n, after all the Clamour that has been 
ſo unjuſtly made, has beſtowed any one Place, upon an Occaſional C:rnformiſt; but 
yet I can't think that a Law to diſable them for the futare, (which indeed would 
have been more reaſonable) but one to turn them out of thoſe Places, which they 
were legally qualified for, would have been not only a hardſhip, but wonld have 
made a noiſe and a ſtir, which a Wiſe and Charitable Chriſtian could have hardly 
conſented to, eſpecially at this JuaQture, - without better proſpects of „ 
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the Judgment, and of doing Good to the Church, or Service to the State, than ever 
yet appeared from the Arguments of the greateſt Zealots for the . Bill. 

But beſides, are the Occaſional Conformiſts ſo conſiderable for their Number, that all 
thoſe-that don't uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to ſuppreſs them, muſt forfeit the cha- 
rater of Church-men ? The Memorial its ſelf owns, when it proceeds to ſhew how 
groundleſs the fears are of diſobliging them, Thar om Fleets are Man'd, and our Ar- 
mies formed of ſuch as can conform to the Service of the Church, and FA all were turn d out 
of them, who would not, we ſhould not miſs a 6th Rate's Crew, or a ſmgle Company out of 
Both. if ſo, we have certainly no Reaſon to fear the Diſſenters; we have Power ſut- 
ficient to bind them hand and foot, whenever we think fit. What reaſon have we 
then to apprehend dangers from them either to Church or State? To turn them out 
of their Places therefore, muſt either be out of a view of putting ſome particular 
Men in their rooms, or out of Malice to the Diſſenters. It can't be out of a deſign 
of Serving the Church in General. For the Church of England has not loſt, but gain- 
ed much ground, by Occafional Conformity, both from the Diſſenters and Papiſts. 
And if we really mean the Good of the Church, and the Encreaſe of its Numbers, 
I can't ſee why we ſhou'd diſcourage a PraGice that has proved very Beneficial 
to its Intereſt, | ae; 

The ſtrength of the Diſſenters Arguments are not ſo weighty, as that we need 
fear their making many Converts amongſt us. They have been ſo much baffled, par- 
ticularly by ſome that are called Low-Church-men ; The reaſonableneſs of their Se- 
paration has been preſs d ſo hard upon them, beyond a poſſibility of a direct Reply, 
that they muſt ſink in the opinion of all Unprejudiced and Unreaſonable Men. The 
Members of their Congregations want nothing but to Underſtand the Nature of our 
_ Church, and the Excellence and Purity of our Worſhip, to bring them over to ua 

Occaſional Conformity has brought many of them to a better —— of both theſe, 
bas worn off their Prejudices, and reconciled many of them entirely to us. 

Why then ſhould we fall fo ſeverely upon a Practice, which has certainly leſſened 
the Diſſenters, and done good Service to the Church. And to what End ſhould we 
make a Law to debar them from Places, becauſe they don't come as yet entirely to 
us, when the Practice will in all likelihood, convince them of their former Fault, 
aud bring them and their Children after them entirely over in time, as we have al- 
ready ſeen in many Inſtances. And why mult they be called Falſe Friend» or Enemies to 
the Church, that oppoſed a Bill, which they could not be convinced had any Good 
tendency, either to enlarge the Church, or ſtrengthen the State 2 And that thoſe that 
oppoſed the Paſſing the Bill, could not think in their Conſcience-, that they conſulted 
the Security of the State, and the real Intereſt and Honour of the Church by what 
they did, they that have made it their buſineſs to aſperſe and vilifie them, have not 
yet been able to prove. The great Solicitors of the Bill, and the ſtrongeſt Arguers 
in defence of it, have been only able to ſhew the Soandal and Zypocriſie of the Pra- 
ctice in Coming to our Communion to qualific theſe for a Place, who think it un- 
lawful to come at another time; I know no Body will oppoſe them in it; for if 
any do ſo, the Practice is certainly Hypocritical, and not to be defended, But then. 
L Err 1 r | 

They have been farther able to prove, That Occaſional Confermity , is fo 
far an Unjuſtifiable Practice, that they that can een Conform, are not bl excuſed, 
if they don't Conſtantly Conform; in which we are pei fectly agreed. Nor do | know 
any Low-Church-men but what Condema them, whatever the Principles be with. which 
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the Ocaaſional Conformiſts think they can ſatisfie their own Conſciences in that Partia! 
Conformity. But what after all wants to be proved, is, what Advantage the Church 
can receive by it. And to what end ſhould we make Diſputes and Contentions when 
the beſt and moſt that can be hoped from the Bill, is, that it will change and diſ- 
continue a Practice in ſome Men, which 'tis likely they may ſuffer it to do for the ſake 
of their Places; but leave them with the ſame Principles as before. 


But could the Bill have brought all the Diſſenters over, yet I don't ſee how our 
unhappy Diſputes would be at all nearer to an End. For thoſe that are called row. 
cburch- men, tho they have never Separated in any Inſtance from the Church, but have 
defended it upon all Occaſions againſt the Diſſenters, and have proved their Diſſent 
Miſchievous and Unreaſonable, are yet repreſented as Enemies and Betrayers of the 
Church, They are rank d with Presbyterians upon all occaſions, and meet with no bet- 
ter quarter than they in the Memorial, and in all other Libels, Nay, fo far has 


the Spite and Malice of Men reach'd, that even moſt of the Right Reverend Fathers 
hoſe Characters, and very many of the Inferior 


.of the Church are Stigmatized with t 
Elergy joyn in repreſenting them as ſuch, not only contrary to their Duty, but to 
Common Senſe and Reaſon. For if tis the Intereſt of any Men in the Nation to Up- 
hold the Church, it is of the Biſhops, and for what reaſon they ſhould be for giving ir 
up into the hands of its Enemies, no Man is able to Explain. But tho? it is plaialy 
one of the molt Malitious and Groundleſs Accuſations that ever was made, and tho' 
the Biſhops are known to have Writ as Cleerly and Strongly againſt the Diſſenters, as 
any ſet of Biſhops that ever were before them, and tho it is beyond all Contradiction 
ſo vilibly for their Advantage, to ſecure and preſerve the Church; Yet they have 
Suffered very much by the Calumny, to the no ſmall diſadvantage of the Church, and 
co the great Triumph of the Enemies both of the Church and the Queen. 
.  Tndeed it was impoſſible to attack them any other way, their Characters were above 
the reach of Malice: and how they came to be attack d even this way with ſucceſs, 
is no ſmall wonder to thoſe that conſider, what Ornaments they have been, and what 
Services they have done to the Church, both before and ſince they have been advanced 
to Higher Stations. Had they been leſs ſtrict in endeavouring to revive and put 
In practice the Diſcipline of the Church, and had they been leſs Conſtant and Ex- 
— in their attendance on all the Offices of the Church, they had paſt, *ris likely, 
in Mens Opinions, for better Church- men than they do at preſent. 

It is moſt certainly undeniable to any Man that thinks, that the Biſhops cannot 
want Zeal and Firmneſs to the Church. It is certainly for their tereſt, and it muſt 
be their Principle, unleſs it be their Principle not to be for their Mere}, which their 
' Enemies will hardly think fit to grant. ; 

But tho? there could be no juſt cauſe, yet it was abſolutely neceſſary to make way 

for the deſigns of ſome Men, to repreſent the Biſhops as Diſaffected to the Church, 
it being the more likely way to ſet the Clergy and all People that had a true Value 
for the ©burcb againſt them. And I doubt not but the rejecting the Ocre/jonal Bill, 
eſpeciaily by the help of the Biſhop-, was no ſmall Satisfaction to many of thoſe 
that ſeemed zealow to promote it, becauſe it was a new handle to argue upon, 
and a popular Argument enough it was, to thoſe that look'd no farther than the 
ſurface of things to confirm the Reports that had been ſpread*againſt them, of their 
diſaffection and enmity to the Church. 3 an | 

It was abſolutely neceſſary for thoſe that had a work to carry on, and wanted all 
Power and Places in their own hands, co undermine if poſſible the Character of the 


Biſhops 


| ( 15 ) 
Biſhops. Becauſe, that would bring a Scandal and Diſrepute upon the Revolurivy ; for 
if the Biſhops then made, were Enemies to the Church, all other State Officers of that 
time muſt be of the ſame Stamp, which would deſervedly ſink them with the Peo- 
ple, and lay a way open for new Schemes and Projefts. It would at leaſt exclude all 
thoſe from Power, (where it was in the Peoples Hands to beſtow it,) who were re- 
preſented to be engaged in deſigns againſt the Church in the late Reign. 

The Biſbops that oppoſed the Bill were generally hated before, by thoſe that moſt 
magnified the Deſign; and no doubt there was a farther Intention in the Bill, than 
the bare Excluding Occaſional Conformifs. It would bring new Odium upon all that 
- oppoſed it; and perhaps make way for ſome other Bill, that ſhould affect all thoſe 
That were either Concerned in the Revolution, or were Higheſt promoted by it, under 
a Pretence of their want of Affection to the Church. 

For now the Scene begins to open: We are told in a Mercurius Politicus, a Paper not 
offenſive to any that are pleaſed with the Memorial, that a Man of Revolution Prin- 
ciples, is very unfit to be Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, and the whole Paper 1s a De- 
_ claration againſt Men of Revolution Principles, as Enemies to their Church and Country : 
And tis an Arraigning of the Revolntion it ſelf. For it ſays expreſly, That the Revo- 
lution put an End to all our Civil Rights and Conſtitution. Which words want no Com- 
_— but they deſerve an Anſwer though not of the ſame kind with any that I am 
able to give. ; . 

But that the Arraigning Revolution Principles mayn't be thought to affect the pre- 
ſent Government, The Writer ſays indeed, whatever he means, that Her Majeſty wears 
the Crown by Hereditary Right, and not by Revolution Principles, Could he prove it 
to be by Hereditary Right, he would Very much oblige the Facobite;, who pretend to 
ſtand out upon no other Grounds, but becauſe that Matter is not clear d. If he cart 
prove it, he muſt be forced to own that Her Majeſty holds the Crown by the ſame 
Tenure as K. V. did; and founded upon the ſame Principles. But whether the Re- 
flection touches the Q—n's Right or not, as tis moſt likely it does, for thoſe Men 
are not wont to ſpeak more reſpectfully of Her Majeſty, than the Laws conſtrain 
them; it certainly has a direct Tendency to overthrow the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant 
Line, For that is not fix d upon Heredi#ary Right, but upon Principles that brought 
about the Revolution; and as that Writer has made theſe the two Principles upon 
which a true and a falſe Government is founded; if the Succeſſion is not Grounded 
upon the firſt, i. e. Hereditary Right, *tis according to him Illegal and Unjuſt, and 
ought to be proteſted againſt. But I doubt not but the Wiſdom of the Na. ion that 
ſettled the Succeſſion, will take care to vindicate it from ſuch Notions and Practices 
as are deſign'd to Overthrow it; and will inviolably maintain that Great Security, upon 
which, next to Her Sacred Majeſty, whom God Long Preſerve, our Hopes of Preſerving 
our Religion and Liberties entirely depend. | \ > 

it is apparently the Deſign of cheſe Men to caſt all the Odium they cap upon the 
Revolution; and if that could have been done without Intereſting the Church againſt 
it, tis likely the Concern for the Poor Church had been leſs talk'd of. But it would 
have been a weak Attempt to have declared barefaced againſt it; The many Advan- 
tages the Nation enjoy'd by it, and the Means the Revolution was of ſetting Her Pre- 
ſent Majeſty upon the Throne, (who we may be pretty Confident, notwithſtanding 
Her Hereditary Right, would not now have wore a Crown, had not the Revalation 
happen d,) makes that of it ſelf an unpopular and ineffectual Argument for ſinking 
the Characters of thoſe that were Concerned in it, or Promoted by it. r. * 


(16) 
Church is of the Greateſt Concern, and if the People could be perſwaded that the 
Church was in danger by the Revolution; that they that were prefer'd by the late 
Reign were in Deſigns agaioſt it; They then might raiſe themſelves upon their Ruins, 
and become the Favourites of the People, who appear ſo zealouſly affected in the 
Cauſe of the Chwcb, and ſo active to recover it from its intended Deſtruction. 

It is a great piece of Art, in Men of Intrigue and Deſign, to make uſe of the moſt 
plauſible Pretence; and no Pretence can be more Creditable, than that of Religion or 
the Church; Experience ſhews it is of great Power to draw aſide and ſeduce a Multi- 
_ tude. The Pretence of Religion and Sandity ſubverted the Conſtitution and uſurped 

the ſupream Authority in one Age, and if Men will be blinded again and ſeduced, 
the Pretence of the Church may do the ſame things in another. 

It was again Neceſſary for thoſe that wanted the Power and the Places to repre- 
ſent the Biſbops and others favonred by the late Government, as diſaffected to the 
Eburch, to render them odious to Her Preſent Majeſty, and to bring themſelves into 
chief Favour and Authority. They well knew that nothing was more at Her Aa- 
jeſty's Heart than the Good and the Security of the Church of England, and that no Con- 
ſideration whatſoever could take off Her Thoughts and Concern for its Welfare and 
Proſperity. If therefore they could have perſwaded Her Sacred Majeſty, that them- 
felves were the only true Churchmen. and the Biſhops with thoſe in the Intereſt of the 
late Government, were Enemies and Betrayers of the Church, there wanted nothing 
more to recommend themſelves to Her Majeſty's Favour, and to confirm Her in Her 
utter Diſlike to the others. 


But Fer Majeſty in Her great Wiſdom 8 through that Cheat : She eaſily 
rceiv'd, that all that was an Artifice ; tha things that ſound loudeſt are moſt 
ollow and leaſt ſubſtantial ; and that for all the Cry that was made for the Church, 
thoſe might be the beſt Churchmen that were moſt ſilent, and born down with Noiſe 
and Clamour, and thoſe the Worſt, that made the Greateſt Pretence. Her Majeſty 
was too diſcerning to be inipoſed upon by ſuchlike Artifices, however prevailing they 
may de, to the deceiving too many of Her People. Tags” 

It was a Trick tried in the Reign of K. James I. to create a Diſlike in Him to any 
fort of Men, that ſome about him had an *Averſion to. to give them the Name of 
Puritans ; by which Falſchood ſome Men of great Sobriety and Learning, and in the 
true Intereſt of the Church, were almoſt ſecluded from all Hopes of His Majeſty's 
Favour. Amongſt others the Great and Learned Dr. Uſher, afterwards Archbiſhop 
of Armegb, was thus aſpers'd and miſrepreſented to the King. But His Majeſty, 
after ſome Converſation had with him, was ſo well ſatisfied that 'twas a Calumny, 
that he was pleaſed to declare Himſelf after that manner as tis recorded in the 
Life of that Excellent Primate, That the Knave Puritan was 4 Bad, But the Knave's Pu- 
tan was an Honefs Man. OO 1 ; 

That Ring had a very bad Opinion of the Puritans, and indeed He had little reaſon 
to have a Good one, But he as well knew, that there were other ſorts of uaves as 
' Tttle to be truſted, that were very buſie in fixing odious Characters upon others 
that did not at all deſerve it. | #7 Re 
Many very good and worthy Charchmen ſuffered under that odious Name ia thoſe 
days, and they very much complain'd of it, as a Device of the Papifts and their 
Agents, who fonnd their account in it, for it proved ſerviceable to the Cauſe of 
Popery, and very prejudicial to the Church. A ſhort Hiſtery of that matter we may 
iind in a Letter from a-worthy Divine in /reland, to the ſame Dr. Uſher then in 


England. 


— 
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England. Wherein he tells him, That be bopes be is not Ignorant of the hurt that x 


to the Church by this Name Puritan, and bow His Majeſties Good Intent and Me 

therein is much abuſed and wronged,eſpecially in that poor Country where thePope and Popery a 
ſo much affected. The Prieſts percerving they cannot now prevail with their Juggling 
Tricks, bave forged a new device They have now ſtirred up ſome Crafty Papiſts, who very 
boldly Rail both at Miniſters and People, ſaying, ſeek to ſow this dammable Hereſie of 
Puritaniſm among them ;, which word, not underſtood, but only known to be moſt odious 
to His Majeſty, makes many afraid of joyning themſelves to the Goſpel, tho in Conference 
their Conſciences are convicted herein: ſo to'prevent a greater Miſchief that may follow, it 
were Good to Petition His Majeſty to define a Puritan, whereby the mouths of thoſe Sco 


Enemies would be ſtopt ; and if His Majeſty be not at leiſure, that be would appoint ſome &. 


Good Men to do it for Him. i 

By this it appears who they were that firſt promoted theſe Sort of diſtinctions a- 
mong Church-men, and whoſe'work they are carrying on, that give ſuch Odious 
Names, as imply a diſaffection to the Church, to many that have done moſt real 
Services to it. The Name Puritan is now indeed laid aſide, but others as Low-Church- 
men and Presbyterian, are very freely beſtowed upon thoſe, who are no otherwiſe 
Presbyterians, than as they have been always very zealous in oppoſing Popery. Which 
was reaſon enough for the Papiſts vo invent any Characters that might render them 
odious. And if they can perſwade thoſe of our own Church they are deſerved, if 
they can bring Men of the moſt eminent Characters amgngſt us into a Diſrepute, tis 
too eaſie to be diſcerned what Advantages may be made by that means in favour of 
Popery. But GO D be thanked, Her Majeſty, which is Our great concern, has the 


Wiſdom to Separate the True Characters of Men from the falſe Names that are put 
upon them; and is well able to diſtinguiſh who are the Real and Hearty Friends to Her 


Self, and the Church of England. Tho' it would be well if the Name of Church-man 

was truly defined, for the ſatisfaction of others, and to prevent the miſchief that 

In Men daily do among the People by the abuſes and miſapplications of it. | 
There is this farther fetch in repreſenting the Biſhops and many other Great Men, 


as no ( hurcb· men, that the Miniſtry alſo may fall under the hatred of the People, for 


being equally diſafteted to the Church with them. It world be to no purpoſe to 
fall upon the Chief Miniſters any other way. Their Faithfulneſs to their Prince, and 
their Services done their Country are above being called in Queſtion: But if they 


come to be ſuſpected of being Enemies to the Church, and of being Engaged in deſigns 


to Betray it, none of their good Qualities can protect them; they muſt torfeit the 
Favour of their Prince, and the Affection of the People; and leave their Places to be 
filled by thoſe, who have the Art to make ſome People believe, That the Church muſt 
be ruin'd, if they are not in them. | 

It is eaſie to per ſwade thoſe that believe the Biſbops only wait a fit opportunity to 
deliver up the Church into its Enemies hands, that the Court is in the fame deſign, 
if it does not expreſs an Averſion to thoſe Biſhops, but eſpecially if it ſhould coun- 
tenance or fall in with any meaſures propoſed by them ; and what ſhould be the re- 
ſult of this, but that the Court to ſatisſie the People ſhonld baniſh all ſuch Miniſters, 
that joyn with ſuch Men; and invite thoſe in their room, that have given evident 
Marks of their being True C by their conſtant Oppoſition to thoſe Prelates, 
and by their perperual Declamations againſt them. 2 
And this is no very Impolitick way for ſupplanting Men in their Places, and for 
getting into them. For Places are 2 the reaſon at bottom, why ſome Men we 

2 calle 


* 
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Ned:True Church. men, and the Name of Church-men is not allowed to belong at all 
> others. Bäf if their Places and Frefermentt were reſigned into other hands, ard 
- there was no longer any fears of their regaining, them, no one would be quarrelbd 
with for calling them Chwrch-men, they might enjoy that character in a low unenvied 
Condition with all imaginable Peace and Quietneſs. | 
So that tis apparent, all theſe C.omplaiats of the Dangers of the Chzrch flow from 
the want of Places, or from ſome ſort of diſappointment about them. Not that 
thoſe Great Perſons in Authority, either Ecclefsaſtical or Civil, can be taxed with any 
change of Frincipie, or with any defect of zeal or its Intereſt; but their Crime is. 
Their not having that regard to ſome. Men which they expected, or their being in 
Places which they would willingly have had; and this has raiſed all this Noiſe and 

Clamour. 

The deſign of theſe Occaſional Loyaliſts, was not only to get their Brethren the 
Occaſional Conformiſts out of their Places, or to get into them when they had don't: 
for none of their Places were worth contending for, but into the much Higher Poſts 
of ſome that have beeen perpetual Conformilts to the Church of England, and ne- 
ver deviated from the Practice and Rules of the Church; and ſince that can't be 
hoped for any other way but by Lies and Slander, againſt thoſe poſſeſs'd of them, 
there has been plenty of them indefatigably ſpread throughout the whole Nation. 
And what Effects they have had, the Heats and Diviſions amongſt us are too plain 


an Evidence. 


Even many of the Sons of the Church have riſen up againſt their Farbers the Biſhops 

thro' a miſconceived apprehenſion, that themſelves were vindicating the Cavſe o 
the Church againſt Biſhops that were endeavouring to Subvert it; and ſo far were 
they heated, and ſo far were others deluded, as to be perſwaded, that they were 
True Church-men, and the Biſhops Presbytcrians, while they themſelves were acting 
againſt their Metropolitan and His Suffragen Biſhops, upon no other than Presbyterian 
Principles. For their Conteſts all proceeded from Principles quite derogatory of 
the Epiſcopal Authority, and they are ſuch as have been always condemned in Epiſcopa} 
Churches. And tho' this is very Evident, and has been ſufficiently proved to be ſo, 
yet the Inſinuation againſt the Biſbobs has ſo far prevailed, that many of the Clergy 
have diſpenſed with that reſpect and deference, which the Clergy of the Church of 
Pngland have been always celebrated for paying their Eccleſiaſtical Governors, to joyn 
in Condemning and reviling them. 

Our Civil Snperiors have fared little better; the conſtant Topick of Railing is 
their deſerting the Church, and the Nation has ſwarm'd with Libels even againſt the 
Government it ſelf. | 

But tho? theſe Scandals don't appear to be grounded upon any kind of Cauſe given 
for them, and tho? they can be imputed to nothing more, than the Vexation of ſome 
Men for want of Places; yet the Authors of the Memorial have the aſſurance to 
tell the World, That the bottom of all this Stir and Concern, is only the Good of 
the Church : Nay, after they have ſpent their ſtock of Railing throughout the Li- 
bel, upon ſome Mens being turned oat of Places, and have built all the Arguments 
which. they bring of the Governments diſaffection to the Church, upon the Diſmi ſſion 
of ſome from Court , that have pleaded: their Zea for: the Church, they have 
yet in the cloſe of it very boldly aſſerted, tho” in contradiftion to themſelves, That 
thoſe Church-men have no Aim at Places; their ſtruggle was only to keep ſuſpected 
Men cut, not to get themſelyes put · in. And this they fay, was: fairly — : 
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by their hearty endeavour to incapacitate even themſelues for. Court Places; which are tbe on- 


Places of Proſit and Influence. And; in, I it not an.inconceivable Stupidiry to accuſe ; 
2 ſuſpect e ＋ Monopol ix ing Places, who would voluntarily diſable themſelves u ding a 


any by-a Self-denying Bill ou re 
| [7d — the Stupidity be of thoſe that ſuſpect them, it is verily believed; 
that They are not ſo inconceivably Stupid as to refuſe them if offered; and if they 72 
could get them all, they would be thqught inepnceiuabiy Stupid to part with any of — 
them to their Enemies. And 1 fancy. as G- natured and Seif-dewying as they pre- | 
tend to be, they had much rather be Afonopalizers,, than :letanyiof the Enemies of the 
Church be ſharers with them. For if they have noconceru or themſelves and their 
own Intereſt, I hope they have ſome for the Church, and for the ſake of that, they 
would. if they were Wiſe, be for keeping the Power ſolely in their own hands. 
But GOD be Thanked, they have not the Power to ſhew what they would do, and 
how Moderate they would be; but however we will be thankful to them for tłeir 
Good Will, HEE K == F i 
We ought not, I grant, to Judge of Times Preſent by the Paſt; Men that are 
zealous for the Church, are certainly of a more refined Make than other Men, or o- 
therwiſe we might argue, That there have been Times when Men were mighty 
hot in pron.oting Sclf-denying Bills, and Bills againſt Tranſlations of Biſhops, becauſe | 
they apprehended their own turns were not likely to be ſerved ; but upon a change 4 
of Meaſures, and a favourable A ſpect of the Cowrt upon them, they wete fo far from - 
proteſting againſt Places and Tranſlations, that they were perſwaded to accept, and 3 
comply with them, and were pleaſed to drop their gills, leſt the Miſchief intended for 
others ſhould fall upon themſelves ; and the like Times may be again if the like op- 
portunities ſhould happen; and if Mens Natures ſhould be equally frail. For a Self- 
denying Bill is not always a certain ſign of an Averſion to. Places, even in thoſe that 
are molt zealous to promote it. Men's Averſions to Places ſometimes proceed from 
want of Power to get them; if the Power returns, the Averſion is generally very 
ſoon overcome, There have been ways of Mens mentioning themſelves, - when they 
only meant others, and when by that Art they have excluded thoſe they intended, 
they have bad a Fetch, the Nature aud Exigence of Affairs ſo requiring, to place 
themſelves in their Room. * | | 
When the Duke of Guiſe_propoſed the ( Dav. L. 7.) Mcapacitating the French Pro- 
teſtants of all Offices and Dignities of what kind ſoever; be offered alſo himſelf to lay down 
all Offices and Governments poſſeſſed by bim, or any of bis, to take away all ſuſpicion of Selfiſh 
Intereſt, But the Hiſtorian tells us, That the Duke knew very well, that if the King ſet 
_ bimſelf againſt the Hugonots, be muſt of neceſſity Re- unite with the Catholicks and the Houſe 
F Guiſe; and that be muſt be ſo far from conſenting that they ſhould lay down their Offices. 
and Governments, that be ſhould be forced to give them yet others, and confer the chief Com- 
mands of the Armies upon them, So true was it, that the deſtruct ion of the Hugonots 
and His Greatneſs were firmly. link'd together. | 
So that there don't want Inſtances to ſhew that a Selſ-denying Bill, how popular 
and generous ſoever it may ſeem, [is not intended for an abſolute renunciation of 
Places in thoſe that promote it, but it may be, to get them out of the hands they are 
in at preſent, and to remgye them into, their own.. For Places muſt be fill'd by ſome. 
or other, and if once ways ate found ont to make Vacancies, arts will be eaſily found 
out how to.ſup ly the. And that thoſe Selſcdemimg Church-meg"wovld not have 
tome reſerves. for themſelves, their Friends the Memoriobfts: will hardly undertake to 
prove. 


(1209) : 
prove. For weer out of humour they may be with Places at preſent, it is not 
cpgyeniant to make any profeſt Reſolutions againſt them, or if it be convenient 
well-know that a Xſh ſolution is not binding ö ACRE He 

It would be engleſs to run over all the Scurrilous Language of the Memoria! 
nor indeed is it fitting to be long Employ'd in ſuch dirty Hort; to anſwer it with 
plain dry reaſons would be ridiculous, and to return the like abuſive ſtu 


d 5 ff would be 
almoſt as much Unchriſtian, as to be firſt Authors of it. Otherwiſe it would be ey 


that are ſo free to caſt them upon others. But a Good Cauſe wants not ſuch lying 
Arts; and True Lovers of their Church, Quben, and Country, don't uſe to think their 


Cbaractert the Brighter by having dirt thrown upon their Enemies. And if a Man's 


zeal for the Church muſt be judged of by his Talents that way, moſt of the Low- 
Church-mep' muſt give up the Cauſe of the Church, and 


: 101e © yield to thoſe that are very 
mych beyond them in. ſuch Qualifications,  - | 


But for any other marks of the Church, they pretend to have at leaſt equal claims 
to them, with Men of what Denomination ſoever, and challenge all the World to 


. . S 
 ſhew wherein they have failed in any part of Duty, which the Church requires of 
them. 


But then they expect, what they think in juſtice they may, that they ſhould be 
convicted by plain Evidence, and downright Reaſon, and not to be born down b 


clamour and opprobrious Language, and condemned upon bare Hear-ſay's and . 


leſs Inſinuations. Such ſort of Accuſations they are not ſo well prepared to An- 


ſwer, nor is it ſo fit an Employment for Chriſtians to be always raking into the 
Characters of their Falſe and Malitious Accuſers. 

But if in defend ing themſelves, in being True to the Church and Faithful to their 
Prince, they are forced ſo far to retaliate, as to ſhew that the Principles and Pra- 
Rice of their Enemies and Accuſers are dangerous both to Church and State, and 
that the Diviſions we now too juſtly complain of, are chiefly owing to them, it is 
an unhappineſs which the nature of their Defence, and the reſtleſsneſs of their Ene- 
mies has unavoidably brought them under. 


And if that Spirit of Mutiny which plainly appears in their Writings and Acti- 
ons, has obliged vs to ſhew, both for the ſake of the Government, and of thoſe 
that are aſperſt as diſaffected to the Church, that it may be truly affirmed of theſe 
Pretended Zealots, what Mounſieur Lanſac, a Papiſt, argued of the 'Guiſes and their 


Adberents, to the Cardinal of Bowrbon, who through the pretence they made to Re- 
ligion, was drawn into the Faction, That the Buſineſs cannot be any Intereſt at all of 


Religion, ſince the Queen can't be ſuſpected of refuſing any ſecurity we can *think neceſſary. 
yp nr * it s now manifeſt and publick to all the World, that under — 
of Religion they proſecute them Pri vate End and Intereſts; if we muſt , I ſay, bring the 
ſame charge againſt them, they muſt thank themſelves for ir. 
Nor can we avoid repeating what the ſame Cavalier ſaid a little after upon the 
ſame occaſion, as Davilab tells us; The Sieur de Lanſac, ſays he, an old Cavalier, 
of Experience of things paſt, diſcour/img in the Louvre of thoſe preſent Aff airs. with bis wonted 
Eloquence ſaid openly, that the Hugonots bed at laſt gain d the ViGory : For whereas at 
firſt they were Cryed ont upon for Diſturbers of the Kingdom, Stirrers up of the People, and 
Enemies of the Supreme Prince; now they with reaſon did object the ſame things to the Catho- 
licks, and canvince them of the ſame Crimes; which were ſo much the leſs excuſable in the 


League, by bow much they were wont more than all others to exclaim and make a Noiſe, about 
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the Inſurrettions and Conſpiracies of the Hugonots. I wiſh I could not ſay, that "tis too” 
eaſie to make an Application of this. The of the Memerralifts and ſuch 
ſort of Sowers of Sedition, if they know themſelves, can't be Ignorant where it will 
and ought ro fall. 
The Authors of the Memorial offer at ſome Meaſures taken in thoſe times of 
3. of France, with which they ſeem to have a mind to upbraid our Court wi 
as parallel to ſome of its late Meaſures; But they have ſo mangled the Hiſtories, 
confounded Times and Kings Reigns, that one would be apt almoſt to think they had 
conſulted Sir H. A.- for his remaining Scraps of that Hiſtery. For they happen 
to be but miſtaken in every Inſtance : They make the Maſſacre in the Reign of Henry 
the 3d, which was in the preceding Reign of Charles the 9th. And they make the 
League to be before the Maſſacre, tho it was ſome Tears after it; And they make 
Henry the 3d wrought upon by his Aother to conſent to the Maſſacre of all the Pro- 
teſtants in his Dominions, which was ſome Years before they were his Dominions. 
Katharine de Medicis never had the Regency during the Minority of Henry the 3d, for 
he was 23 Years old when he was firſt King. Tis true, I believe, that when ſhe was 
in Authority, She ſometimes countenanced the Hugonots, to ballance the Power of the 
Guiſes, and *rwas happy for Her ſhe did, or elſe the Guiſes had in all probability 
uſurped the Dominion. The Hugonots were certainly the faithfuleſt Subjects King 
Henry had, and had he not too evidently diſſembled with them, his Reign had been 
more Proſperous, and the Factions leſs powerful than they proved to be. Mexzeray is not 
quite ſo poſitive, as thoſe Gentlemen quote him, that had the King ſtuck to that wholſome 
Reſolution of Excluding all the Hugonots intirely from all Offices of Truſt and Profit, and of 
Granting them a Toleration, he had ſeen a ſpeedy End of all bis Troubles, and in a few Tears 
breugbt all his Subjectt peaceably to one Religion, Me cer ay could not ſay all this; For 
had the King Excluded them from all Offices by an Edict, himſelf would ſoon have 
beenentirely ſunk by ir. Beſides the two next Prince: of the Blood, the King of 
Navar and the Prince of Conde, both of the Honſe of Bourbon and Proteſtants, were 
not to be wrought upon by any ſuch Devices, they knew it to be an Artifice of the 
Leaguers to exclude them from the Crown, and indeed the Edict could not have had 
its Effects, without debarring them from their Right of Inberitance, and therefore 
they and their Followers were ravuſed at it; and their Power was ſo great, that they 
ſoon got it repeaF'd, tho* indeed it never took Effet. For as I ſhew'd before, the 
King only granted it in appearance for fear of the Gziſes, but took care himſelf to 
move ſuch Delays as never to have it Executed. But beſides when that Edid was. 
publiſh'd excluding Augonots from Offices, there was no Toleration allow'd, the Hu- 
gonot Preachers were to be Baniſh'd, and their Goods Confiſcated; a War was to be 
denounced againſt them, and they were to be Compell'd to abjure their own —__ 
and to turn to the Popiſh. So far were they from thinking that an Excluſion from 
ion, But if Places have ſuch an Effect to make 


Offces would make them all of one Relig 
e Men argue, we may infer, that if we had a 


Men of their Prince's Religion, as tho 


om a Presbyterien, even thoſe ſteady and warm Churchmen would in time turn 
Presbyterians too, rather than forfeit or be excluded from their Places. For if a 
Fopiſh Prince had it in his Power, to make all his Kingdom of his Religion, by Excluding 
them from all kind of Offices, if they did not turn to it, certainly a Religion leſs 
blind and Idolatrous, would be complied with for the ſame reaſons. And then what 
would become of the Church of England. But as I can't ſappoſe, that thoſe Church- 
mens Princip'es could be changed by Hopes or Fears, efpecia!ly of Places; ſo l * 

. they 
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they dan t · ral beliete, whatever! they declare, that Froteſtants that underſtood 


heit Reli ion, conld-have been brought to have embraced Popery upon any ſuch 
Conditi ons. | 


And therefore had the Fadi been rightly as they are falſely repreſented, the Argu- 
meats drawn from them would have been very unconcluſive. The Account of that 
French Hiſtory in the Memorial is as Confuſed , and has as many Miſtakes in ir, as 
there muſt always be, when things are wreſted to ſerve a Turn, without any manner 
of regard to Truth or Common Decency, 


The Remarker upon the Memorial, poor ignorant Scribler, can't be content with 
the Blunders he found, but he muſt be trying his Skill to add to them. For he talks 


he knows not why, of the Inadvertencies of a weak Prince, ſuch as was King Henry of 
France in his Minority, notwithſtanding the Figure which he made after be was advanced in 
Years, Now if this Writer can but read, he will not only find, that Henry was not 
King in his Minority, he was at 21 elected King of Poland, and upon the Death of his 
Brother Cbarles the ↄth, he came back for the Crown of France; bur alſo that all the 
Figure he makes in Hiſtory is for the Exploits of his younger Tears, when Duke of Anjou, 
when indeed he was very Brave, and famous ſor many good Qvalities, but after he 
was King, he was remarkable for nothing, but a Vitious, Lazy and Effeminate Life, 
unleſs his Qutwitting and Murdering the Duke of Guiſe, may be called a brave Action; 
which indeed ſecured nis Throne, tho? perhaps it might be the occaſion of his own 
Murder afterwards by the Hands of a Vile Mont, But too much of this for the Con- 
futation of ſuch a Writer, | 

Long before the Memorial came out to deceive the People with his Miſrepreſenta- 
tions of Men and Makers of Fab, I had made thoſe Remarks upon the French Affairs, 
(which T have now ſet down in theſe Papers) as not altogether unlike ſome Modern 
Actions and Politicks ; and they had not been made uſe of after this manner, but 
for the indefatigable Endeavours of ſome Men, to ſtir up the People to an Averſion 


to — Government, by Lying Stories and Malitious Inlinvations againſt its trueſt 
Friends. | 
All that in Truth to be learn*t from theſe French Hiforians is plainly this: That 
ſome ambitious deſigning Men, under a Pretence of protecting and ſecuring the 
Church, had ſo far embarraſs the State, that they had almoſt uſurped the Govern- 
ment, and had very near laid aſide the Succeſſion in the Proteſta.t Line. That if King 
Henry had executed the Edict againſt the Hugonots, excluding them from all Offices 
and Truſts, and from the Exerciſe of their Religion, which was as much intended, 
as their Excluſion from Offices, and always mentioned with it : He had indeed in all 
likelihood ruined the Hugonots, but he had at the ſame time ruined bimſelf. *Tis 
very plain that Katharine de Medicus the Queen Mother, who was always intermeddling 
in thoſe Matters, did adviſe the Courting both Parties by Turns, but it was with a 
Deſign to ruin both, by daſhing them againit one another; but had ſhe adviſed the 
keeping true to the Hugonots, the leaving them to the quiet Enjoyment of their 
Religion, and the Rights and Privileges they were poſſeſs'd of, ſhe would have always 
found them faithful ro the Court, and needed not have courted the Friendſhip of am- 
bitious Men, which as the Nie morial rightly enough obſerves, are always fallacious and 
ereus, and never laſting : Her Sons had reign d in Peace and Quietneſs, and in all 
Probability the Reformed Religion would have gained fo muck ground, and won ſo- 


much upon the Minds of the People, as to have become in a little time the National 
Religion, to the great Happiness of all Chriſt:zd2m, and to the preventing of all tha 


Bloodſhed 


< 
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Bloodſhed , and Miſeries of many Millions of Poor Innocent Men , by a 
Cruel Maſſacre and a long Civil War, by unheard of Cruelties, and Baniſh- 
ment from their Native Country. 5 ; 
Tis ſtrange to me, that in all the late Remarks we have ſeen vpon that Hi. 
„ thoſe that call themſelves Church- men, that know the Happineſs 
of a Proteſtant Queen, and the Bleſſings of a Proteſtant Religion, ſhonld highly 
applaud thoſe Meaſures, concerted iu a Popiſh Country, as the moſt Wiſe and 
Politick, for making the whole Nation of the ſame Religion, that is, the Pop: jh; 
and ſhould condemn a Method, which would not only have prevented the 
overballance of Pope: y, which has in a good Meaſure occaſioned all the Miſe- 
ries we of this Nation have felt, and the Wars we have been engaged in ; but 
have given ſuch Ad vantages to the Proteſtant Cauſe, as all that Love that ReF31- 
on heartily would be glad to procure at any Rare. | 


If it be ſaid on the other hand, that if ſuch a Method would ia all likelinood- 


+2 = 6 , - 
If any one ſhall further urge, That the Ballance of the Church and the Diſ- 
ſenters, is not ſo memes, as is imagined, and that the weight of their Friends 


added to them, will bring them at leaſt to an Equality with the Church, and 
therefore the encreaſe of their Power is very much to be dreaded ; 1 anſwer, 


that if by Friend: is meant, ſuch as are for endeavouring to gain them over 
ro the Church, by gentle Methods and Calm reaſonings, and that think rough 
| ſevere Treatment a very improper way: for convincing the Judgment, and not 

ſuitabic 


* 
r * — — — * 


- 22 rs W — 66 
— = 1 * 
* — : — ' 


f ( 24 ) 


initable to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, I grant there are many Friends- of ſich 
a. fort, and I wiſh their Number was greater, and then I believe we ſhould _ 
quickly have fewer Diſſenters ; but if by Friends is underſtood, ſuch as wiſh 
Presbytery may prevail, and think it the beſt Form of Chu-ch-Government, or 
ſuch as are Enemies to the Church and Epiſcopacy in their Hearts, and would 
be glad of an Op rtunity to give them up, and to ſettle the Presbpterian diſci- 
pline and way of Worſhip in their ſtead, there are none ſuch that I know of, a- 
mongſt thoſe call'd Low-Church-men, and they Challenge their moſt virulent E- 
nemies to ſhew that there are They as heartily with to ſee the Sthiſm at an 
end as any Men can do, but they mult differ from thoſe that think railing pro- 
per for that purpoſe, or at all effectual to heal our Diviſions ; nor can they 
joyn in purſuing ſuch Methods, that muſt either make our Differences greater, 
and the Separation wider, or at che beſt force Men over to the Church, Who 
ſtand much better affected to a Cenventicle. And to have their Bodies only 
n the Firſt, and their Minds ia the Laſt; they cannot think to be any great 
Advantage to the Church. They think the Church never got any thing by 
Compulſion; and yet that it will look very like it, to oblige Men either to 
Conſtant Communion, or to leave their Places; if Forfeiture of Place muſt follow 
their going once to a Separation Congregation , that is, laying a Penalty upon 
them, which they think not conſiſtent with the Act of Toleration. Not to have a 
Place, can't indeed be thought a Funiſbment, but tis a Puniſhment to be inca- 
pacitated. by a Law for a Place, and to be turned eut of thoſe that were Le- 
zally Polleſs'd.. Theſe Methods they can't apprehend will bring any ſtrength 
or Reputation to the Church. But that there are Methods, ſach as Chriſtianity . 
preſcribes, that have been effectual to make many Converts to the Church, 
and in ali likelihood if triftly and religiouſly followed, will continue to have 
zue ſame Influence, and by degrees reconcile all thoſe of the Separation to it; 
and theſe are Charity and Forbearance, a concern for the good of Men, an 
Calm refuration of their Errors; a deſire to gain them, ont of Love, and 
a tender regard for them, and for the Welfare and Peace of the Church. If- 
they muſt be. call d L2w-Chburch-men, and Friends to the Diſſenters upon any ſuch 
* accounts as theſe, they mult bear the CharaRers-patiently, though their Deſigns . 
and Practices are only ſuch as the Rules of the Church and of Chriſtianity will. 
fully juſtify them in; and I think, do require of tem. | 
For want of real Grievances to complain of, the Memorial of the Church of Ed 
is forced to have recourſe to the Caſe of the Aylesbury Men, and the Buſineſs of the 
Tack, as Matters wherein the Church muſt be thought concerned, or elſe why are - 
they mention'd fo largely in a Book that pretends to affert the auſe of the 
19jur2d church? And indeed they may as well argue that the Church, is in dan- 
ger by the Cppelitian that ſome Men of the H—— of C ns met with 
a thoſe tuo © aſes, as by any other-Inſtancez the Aemorialiſt have thought 
tt to mention. Let us ſuppaſe:for once, that id the les Caſe , the Bays. 
ifs that denied the Corplainantytheir Right of Voting at the Election were for 
the Churck, and che ochers that aſſerted their Right. not of the Church ; and a- 
gain, thoſe that maintained the Cauſe of the Byliß; in refuſing their Votes 
- Chucnum aud et that defended the F igbt of the others were 
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no Church-men, Yet ſtill we muſt find ont a way to prove that the Church 
cannot Err, and that thoſe Church-men are the Church, or elſe thoſe that call 
themſelves Engliſh-men, will not yield that thoſe that call themſelves Ciurch- 
men can do them no wrong. If the Rights of Engliſk-men interfere with choſe 
of Church-men, it will be hard to perſwade the one to give up their Rights 
and Privilege:, becauſe the others that call themſelves the Church demand them; 
They will firft be better aſſured that the Charch has ſuch A igbts and Powers 
annex'd to it, before they will be perſwaded to give up any Engliſh Pri- 
oleges. f 

Now it is the Right of Engliſh-men to be repreſented in Parliament by Men 
of their own Electing; and it is already ſettled who theſe Eledors ſhall be. 
| Freebolders of ſuch an Income have Kigbts to Elect for Counties; and generally 
in Corporations there are ſuch FElectors whoſe Rights were never queſtioned. 
"Theſe are Privileges as much ſettled as any other Rights are: And 'tis not in 
the Power of a H---- of C.- to hinder a Man from enjoy ing them; it does 
not belong to them to judge whether a Man that has 40 s. per Annum Free- 
hold, has a Vote at Eleclions : It is a Right fixed already by antient Lam, 
which one part of the Zegiſiature only has no power to alter. That the 
Right of judging of Ele&i:ns is in the H---- of ©----ns, and alſo of the Right 
of the Ele&rs, where any Doubt ariſes about either, is not denied; but to 
decide whether a'Freebolde? of ſuch a Value has a Nigbt, is not ia their Power, 
becauſe they can't hinder him from his Vote, if he can prove his Right to his 
Eſtate. For if they can decide whether a Man of 500 l. per Annun has a Yote 
or not, they can decide whether he has any Eſtate or not; and if they can 
take away his Right to one, they may diſpoſe of the other; which is ſuch a 

m_ Tenure, that Freebolders of England would not be very thank- 
ful for. \ 1 

Now if theſe myſt be called unalienable Rights, while the old Conſtitutios 
laſts; if a Man is dedarr d from exerciſing theſe Rights by Violence, or a mali- 
tious Refuſal in thoſe that are to take his Vote at Elections, he has certainly 
an Injury done him; And where ſhall he have it redreſs d? Certainly in 
ſome Court that can make him a Recompence for his juries. The Hof 
C can reſtore him his Vote and order ic ſhall ſtand Good if the Eleclion 
be Controverted. But the Damages he has ſuſtaind by loſs of time in 
ſeeking for Redreſs. and the Charges he has been at, in the Matter, muſt be 
repaired in a Court of Fudicature, that has a Power to give Coſts for all ſuch 
Damages, For a Man's Injury is not the leſs, whether the Election is Contro- 
verted or not; and whether the Parliament ſits or not, he muſt have an Action 
ſomewhere, or elſe there may be a great njury done; and yet no Remedy 
provided for it. Se | | 13 
And this I take to be the Caſe of the Aylesbury Men; and it all proceeded 
upon the Injuries done thoſe that were malitiouſly denied their fix d Rigbts; 
To that thoſe that endeavoured to defend them in the recovering their-Rights, 
and in repairing their Injæries, did great Service to their Camry; and if the 
beſt Engliſk-men are the beſt Churcb-men , their Title is certainly unqueſti- 
onable. * | 8 c 8 
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But this Caſe has been ſo well ſtated by much greater Men than the Afemo- 
rialiſis and my ſelf, that we ſhall have little reaſon to value our felves for 
waking Converts on one ſide or the other. 4 

Th: Buſineſs of the Tack carries ſomething more of a plauſible Pretence in 
it for the Good of the Church, becauſe *twas done for the ſake of the Occaſional 
Bill, but whether the Good of the Church was intended or not, *tis certain 
that can never be really for the Good of the Church, which would have been 
an Injury to the Nation, and tended to the Subverting of the Conſtitution. 

It is pretended that one Deſign of giving Money is the Redreſs of Grievances, 
and ſince the H—— of C gave the Money, they may take the moſt Effe@&ual 
ways they can think of for Redreſſing them, and ſince there was no way but 
Tacking that Redreſs to a Money Bill, it is thought not only Juſtifiable but 
Honourable in them that did it. 

But to make it Juſtifiable, it muſt be proved that the . ds are not pro- 
per Judges of every Bil the C— ns ſend them; but that cannot be ſaid 
even of a 4oney Bill, for the L—ds may certainly chuſe whether they will con- 
ſent to that. But yet when a Money Bill is ſo reaſonable and even ſo neceſſary 
that ir cannot be drop'd without maniteſt Danger to the Nation; it is a viG- 
ble Invaſion on the Right of the L— ds, to Tack another Bill under the Notion 
of Grievances, which the L-—ds can t conſent to, and yet muſt be obliged 
to paſs-it, unleſs they will throw out the Money Bill. That the Lords have as 
much right to judge of Grievances as the C ns, is not to be diſputed; but 
to have a Bill thruſt upon them under a Nation that *tis to redreſs Grievances, 
which the L---ds can't ſee, but rather think will increaſe Grievances, is to 
take from them the Liberty of judging which belongs to them as a Houſe, and 

is really putting them under the Power of the C—--ns. | 

But thoſe Matters are forreign to the Cauſe of the Church, and one would 
have thought they ſhould have been forreign to the Purpoſe of the Memorial 
too, unleſs the mentioning of them had been more for the Honour of the 
Party. | | 

Could the Memorialiſts have found out any real Deſigns carrying on againſt 
the Church, certainly they would never have offered to amuſe their Readers 
at this rate. For that is a certain ſign that they are ſenſible that their Cauſe 
is bad, or rh:t their Readers are not Fudpes. 

Theſe Gentlemen, ſpeaking of the Whigs, are pleaſed to ſay, That it wil 
be hard for em 10 per ſwade u, that we are in no danger, while they preſs ws every 
Seſſion of Parliamem, with their Appreben/ions of the 1 7 wbo, tho our Enemies 
are inconſiderable for Number or Power, compared with the Fanaticks, who are equally 


inveterare Enemies of the Church, and more of the Momarchical Government. 

|-wiſh the Pais were no more Enemies to the Church, and at no greater 
a a diſtance from it in their Religion than the Diſſenters are; and I wiſh alſo it 
could be made appear, that they were not more Inveterate Enemies to any 
proteſtant enarchical Government, that gives not the leaſt Suſpition of bei 
influenced by Papiſb Council. And could it be proved that they had not 
moi e-Power to do us Miſchief than the Presbyterians have, the Nation would 
be troubled-mrch leſ with the. Appreben/ions of Dangers from _ The 
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Number of them amongſt our ſelves is not perhaps very Conſiderable, unlæſs 


we judge of them by their Friendſhips and Alliances, and then | am atraid it 
will appear they are not ſo weak as to be overlook d. The favourable Ac- 
counts that are given of the Innocency and Incapacity of the Papiſts to hurt 
us, and the repreſenting them ſo much lefs tormidable than the Presbyteriaas, 
by ſome that will yet tell us that they are not Papiſts, nor diſpoſed to a Popiſh 
Succeſſor, is a ſhrewd Sign that they are not hated by them; and is a very. 
good reaſcn for our being apprehenſive of their Growth and our Dangers 


om them. Eſpecially when we think of their Intereſts abroad, the Mighty 


Popiſb Power that's armed againſt us, and their Obligations to wiſh all manner 
of Succeſs to the greateſt and ſtrongeſt Enemy the Proteſtant Keligion ever 
knew; whoſe Heart is as much ſet upon advancing the Intereſt of Popery, and 
ſettling a Popiſh Government in this Nation, as it is upon Univerſal Empire. 
And yet we are told, notwithſtanding this vaſt Strength on the ſide of Popery, 

notwithſtanding this ſame Strength is engaged to force a Popiſh © overnour upon: 
us, and notwithſtanding there are a large Party belides Papiſts, that think 

- themſelves bound in Conſcience to aſſert bis Right; and many others are © 
far Abettors, as not to profeſs any Diſlike of the Principles and Writings of 
thoſe Men; notwithſtanding all this appearance of Danger, from open Force 
and ſecret Deſign, we are aſſured that the Apprehenſions of the Papiſts are not 
near ſo Dreadful as of the Fanaticks, I ſhall not diſpute the ſmall Appre- 

henſions ſome Men have of Popery and a Popiſh Succeſſor. They can conquer all. 
Fears of that kind, except the Fears of their not coming amongſt us. 

But whence do theſe terrible Apprehenſions of the Fanaticks ariſe? The 
Memorial" aſſures us, that the whole Strength they have in our Flects and 
Armies, won't amount to a ſingle Company : How then are thev able to ſtrike vs 
with all this Terror? Will Geneva Arm its mighty State againſt us, or from 
what Parts of the World are their Expectations, that we are thus Aarm d 


Is their Power ſo great within our own Bowels, that we have juſt Reaſons. 


to be afraid of being devoured by them? Or are the Scots ſo much their 


Friends, that they will be ready to throw in their Forces to their. Aſſiſtance - 
upon the firſt Invitation ? Or will the Low-Charch-men joyn them to the pulling. 


down of the Church ? 
All this may be ſaid but without the leaſt Shadow of Probability; If we 


the leaſt appear that they are ſo upon the account of our Church, for many 
of them are well affected to ir, and expreſs not the leaſt. Averſion to the re- 


againſt us, even of the rigideſt Presbyterians amongſt them, proceed upon our 
Differences with them in Eccleſiaftical Matters. 3 


But the Presbyterians both here and in Scotland hate the C urch, and. would 
rejoyce to ſee her in Ruins; and the Diſmal Experience we bad of their Tenderneſs - 


when _they got uw down, bids every 
the Church-men, wbo muſt expect no Quarter. n 
All that would be to the 7 e, ik the Prechytexiaus were the only Men 
engaged in our Civil Wars againſt the X, or if the. Wars broke aut only 
- 4 


Honeff Engliſh-men be upon. bis Guard, eſpecially . 


t that the S----ts are in a good meaſure our Enemies, yet it does not in. 


ſettling Epiſcopacy amongſt themſelves ; and indeed none of their Complaints 


_ TS 
——__ . 
* 
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"at the dime and averſion to che Church, But as there were numbers of 
other ſort of Ven in that Rebellion; and as my Lord Clarendon tells us; 
- Few of thoſe that begun thoſe Commotions were at all difaffeted to the 
- Church, ſo there were other Grievances that were complained of, and that 
gave riſe to all the Heats and Commotions that followed. Indeed the 
Church ſuffered in the End, and the Presbyterians were generally drawn in- 
to that ſide by the pretence of new Modelling the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitu- 
tion. But that was more to ſtrengthen their Party, than out of any real 
diſlike to the Church; as now the ſame Politicks are revived, though with 
another turn; and a Cry is made for the Church not ſo much out of a 
real Eſteem for Her, as to ſecure a large Intereſt among the People by 
it. And whea there are once Numbers enough herded together, with a 
PR of Saving and ſupporting a Falling Charch, an opportunity may 
fairly offer ir ſelf for ſome Men to do ſome very acceptable Services to 
the P. of V. 

The Hierachy was then very ſoon ſtruck at, but it was more out of 
:Uiſlike and hatred to ſome particular Biſhops, than out of an averſion to 
Eprjcopacy it ſelf. And even the very ſame thing may happen again by 
pretences of Zeal for the Church. For tis verily believed, that ſome 
Men's Averſion, even Church-men, for ſo are they called, to the Biſhops 
would permit them to ſee Epiſcopacy it ſelf deſtroyed , if they could in- 
volve them in its ruins. 

The open Declarat ions that came out of the Mouths of ſome Men not very 
long ago, againſt the Biſhops Vote in Parliament, and the Overt At againſt 
their Rights, by a Party in Con vacation, with other attempts upon the Privi- 
leges which have always belonged to Biſhops of the Church, is too plain an 
4ntimation that they that have vſed them after this manner, are not fo much 
Friends to Epiſc-pacy, as they are Enemies to the Biſhops, And that for the 
ſake of gratifying their Reſentments, they can be ſo indifferent in their concern 
for the Church, is-to Act as if they cared but little what became of Her. 
The ill Treatment of Fiſh»ps and the ſinking their Characters, mult alſo fall 
upon the Church, and prove a very great Prejudice to Her. But ſome Men 
have the Art of reconciling any practice of theirs to the lutereſt of the Church, 
thou h ir be never ſo oppoſire to it. | | 

The repreſenting Archbiſhop Laud, (and ſome others) as Popiſbly affected, 
ſet on a Party againſt him, to that degree of Violence , that nothing under his 
Head would fatisfie their averſions to him. If the Stories told of many of 
the preſent B ſhops being Presbyterians, may not, tis to be hoped produce 
ſuch fatal effects, they are yet equally True; for *rwould be every whit as eaſie 
a Task to prove Archliſbop Laud a Papiſt, as the greateſt part of the preſeht 
Biſhops, tre:byterians ; and if we may Judge of that Prelate's Zeal for the 
Church, by his adherence to its Articles (which ſure is one Teſt of a Church- 
man, or elſe their would never have been ſuch a ſtir about them) we can 
hardly prefer his Zeal for the Church, as Superior to that of others. For heal- 
loved at leaſt as great Latatude in interpreting the Articles, as any Biſhops have 
ever dane fince in their Expoſstion of them: And he paſs'd ſeverer Cenſures up- 
s..D On 


(29) 
on-fome in his _ that were for preſſing the neceſſity of believing them, in 
that which they thought was the true and natural Senſe, then perhaps could 
have been juſtifyed, if they had interpreted them in a contrary Senſe. Tho? 
indeed he came not up to the Humour of thoſe that can Condemn an [ater pre- 
tion, which alone can juſtiſie the meaning which themſelves put vpon - 
them. | wh, | 

This unreaſonable hatred to ſome Bibo in a great Meaſure help'd hereto- 
fore to ruin the Church; and *tis ſtrange that ſome ſhonld think the like be- 
baviour ſhould now help to ſecure Her. I pray God it may not have the 
fame fatal effect, the Subverſion in the end of both Church and State. 

Many of the Presbyterian reaſons for deſtroying Epiſcopacy were founded 
upon a diſlike to the Practices and Principles of the Biſbops. And what's the 
Difference in the Higb- Church party, they inveigh againſt the Biſhops juſt after 
the ſame manner; and what they wonld do with Epiſcopacy its ſelf, could they 
not have Biſhops of their own make and Tenper; 1 hope will never 
be put to the Tryal. ; 

The Presbyterians I grant have greater averſion to our Eccleſiaſtical Conſti-. - 
tution in General, (tho* I am not poſttive, that they appear not as often with- - 
in our Churches, as- ſome that place their Zeal for the Church, in conſtantly . 
railing at Diſſenters,) and I doubt not they would be well enough pleaſed to 


ſee the National Church, Presbyterian. But l can't think them ſo mad as to have ' 
formed any Scheme of making it ſo, becauſe *ris altogether Impracticible. 1 
They have neither ſtrength within or without the Iſend for ſuch a Project, i 
nor can I imagine they have a will to run the. hazard of their Lives and For- L 
tunes for the ſake of a Religion, which they may enjoy quietly without fears | t 


of being moleſted in the practice of it. I can't tell to what?deſperate attempts i 
the threats of Perſecutions may provoke Men, bat I don't find that ever the 
Presbyterians had any ſuch Averſion to the Church of England, as to riſe up x... 
againſt the Government only for the Eſtabliſhing Pre:byrery in its ſtead, when = 
they have no more ſealouſies than they have now of the Goveraments taking F 
their. Liberty of Conſcience from them. And tho' I would be no Patron for the 
Diſſenters, becauſe I think them a very wnreaſonable and an over ſcrupulous ſort - þ 
of Men in making a Separation from us, yet I muſt fay ſo much in their de- k 
fence, That they never ſet themſelves ſo virulently againſt their Superiors, nor 14 
ever attempted to ſtir up the People againſt them, upon ſuch ſmall grounds for | 
Suſpicions and Fears, as ſome that call High-Church-men have done, againſt - 
the preſear Government. And if any one will take a Review of Her Majeſy's = 
Conduct through Her whole Life, Her'Zeal and Firmneſs to the Church 
fore, and Her Zeal and Kindneſs to it ſince Her Advancemeat to the Throne; 
and will alſo take the pains to read over the Libels and- wicked Scandals -. 
thrown-ont againſt Her Adminiſtration by theſe. fame High- (hurch- men, He & I 
will find this too mnch demoaſtration. i If 
But the Memoriatiſts to abſolve Her Majeſty ſuppoſe only that She is Miſ- - 1 
infermed and Miſſed; That She may have a Will to ſerve the Church, but be de- 
ſeitute oft ower. to do. it. } 


A Auk: 


- throwing the Reias of Government unthinkin 


of the World, becauſe themſelves have hitherto eſcaped Unpuniſhed. 


( 30 ) | 
And this to be ſure theſe Loyal Gentlemen think is no affront upon Her 
Muefty: They mean nothing at all againſt Her, when they repreſent Her 


gly out of Her own hands into 
theirs, who will both ruin Her and the Church by their Miſmanagement of 


them. They pity Her no doubt to be thus Abuſed, and led Blind-fold quite 
contrary to. Her [ntentions, juſt as the Faction of old did, when they Ex- 
claim'd againſt ill Counſellers, with all ſorts of dutiful Expreſſions to His 
Majeſty, but yet when they had gained their wicked Will on the Afmiſtry, 
and ſecured them to their hearts Content, they thought it very neceſlary 


to, to lay the Royal Head as low as the worſt of His Servants. The Muti- 


ny generally begins at the Afmiſtry, but always points at, and intends 
the Supream Power. 


Could theſe Mea bereaye their Sovereign of Her Faithful and Able Ser- 
vants, She wovld then indeed be left deſtitute enough of Power, and what 
ſort of Treatme-t She would then meet with from thoſe that are always 


: Liveighing againſt them, l' not pretend to gueſs, becauſe I hope She's 


never likely to Experience it. 


Her Majeſly's ſeeming diſregard of this unuſual. Contempt and Infolence 
towards Her Self and Government, has ſupplied them with Confidence to 
call in queſtion Her Care and Concernedneſs about all other Affairs; as 
Wicked Men argue againſt the Interpoſal of Providence in the Government 

But 
there are proper times for Vengeance to take place, and they will be found 
in the end to be none of the Wiſeſt, that go on to provoke and defy the 
Power, becavſe they can boaſt of preſent Impunity. 


And now, what is the difference between the Loyalty of Presbyterians, and 


theſe High- C hurch- men? Theſe tell us, That the other are Enemies to Mo- 
narchy; and it plainly appears, that themſelves are Enemies to all Mo- 


narchs that don't pleaſe, nor ſtudy to gratify them. And I don't believe 


hat the Presbyterains would be diſloyal, as much haters as they are of 


Honarcky, upon any other accounts If any Prince would comply with their 
Humours, they would be as Loyal and Dutiful as the Higbeſt Church- 
man can be, Nay, it may be believed, That much leſs would content 
them, and that they would be very Good Subjects, upon leſs endeavours 
4 Gratifie them, than have been uſed to Gratifie the Church of Eng- 


Indeed the Principles of th:ſe High-Church-men, and of the Presbyterians 


_ differ about the meaſure of Obedience; but they that differ in Theory, don't 


always differ in Pra@ice, And ſome that are very zealous for unlimitted 
Obedience, are yet as forward to act againſt it They would confine all 
others, but they find it requiite to be left at Liberty themſelves. If 
themſelves have the ſole Management, they think Paſive Obedience can't 
be ſtretch'd too far; bit if they arc Excluded, tho' neither oppreſt nor 
perſecuted, if we may judge by their Adlions and Writings, they can't be 
perTwaſed, that any ſort of Obedience is due. For my pat, I ſhould 


Think it more for our Safety and Honour, to make our Actions and Pre- 


tences 


- 


. . 
. 9 Nein, bo: 
tences agreeable; and not brag of greater Degrees of Submiſſion, than 
even the Nature of Higb-Church-men themſelves can Bear. Indeed we 
can't pay too Extenſive an Obedience to a Good Prince, that conſults the 
Good and Happineſs of the People; but 'tis very neceſſary, as theſe 
Church-men know, to be under reſerves in caſe of a bad one. 

If any Act of Undutifulneſs towards Her preſent Majely can be 
juſtified, there has never been any Reſiſtance of a Prince hitherto , but 
what is capable of a juſt V indication. But theſe Men that run into 
the higheſt Strains of Paſſive Cledience, at the ſame time throw out al 
manner of Reproackes and vadutiful Expreſſions on Her Majeſty ; which 
not. many Ages ago would hays been proved Hib Treaſon. They ple: 
indeed the Dangers of the C: xl, which ought. to be af. as great Cou- 
cern as any Civil Rights, Put then, why have they tyed up them- 
ſelves by Pretences to Notion: aol Principles which condemn. their 
Practices? Had the Dangers been us real as they repreſent them, yet 
it would be hard for them to. reconcile their manner of oppoling them 
to their Doctrines of abſolute u7cczditioned Obedience. So that either 
they ſhould renounce their Doctrints, or diſown, their Practices. But: if 
they are not aſhamed of either, tis too plain a Sign that they retain 

their Notions, only the better to cover their farther Defagns, , . 
But what ſhall we ſay, if choſe Fears are all Imaginary, or rather 
Counterfeit; and that there is not the leaſt Grounds for thoſe unman- 
nerly Complaints of the Dangers of the Church? What Excuſe ſhall we 
make for thoſe that hold Reſiſtance unlawful in any Caſe, if they Mutiny 
againſt their Prince upon no ſort of reaſon? For upon a Review of rhe 
Dangers of the Church, it does not appear, that all their Heat about it, 
has produced any one Argument for their Saſpitious, but ſome Men being 
put out of Places, and others put in their rooms; they tell us indeed, 
that thoſe that are diſmiſs'd are true Churcb-men, and thoſe that fucceed 
them are not fo. But they bring no Proof of this; and the reaſon is 
plain, becauſe tĩs certain that the former have no better Pretentions to 
called Churcb-men than the other. Tis certainly for the latereſt of 
the Crown to uphold and protect the Church, and conſequently tis the 
Intereſt of all thoſe that are dependent upon it; and while it is ſo, as it 
Will always be, as well as *tis er Majeſty's known Principle, to make 
it Her Firſt and Chief Care; it can't be in any Danger from the Court; 
and therefore thoſe that repreſent the Court, or any of thoſe that are 
influenc'd by it, as deſigning to Ruin or Betray the Church, can do it 
upon no better an account, than to raiſe Diſtractions and Tumults in the 
Kingdom: And therefore can be look d upon only as common Jncen- 
diaries, They tell the People, That Her Majeſty bas withdrawn Her Coun- 
tenance from the Church- men, and by degrees almoſt all that adber'd firmly to 
the Church are drove from about Her Perſon... That ſome Perſons bad a De- 
fazn to guard all the Avenues to the A.- with their own Creatares, and to 
exclude the poor declining Church, and its Friends, from all manner cf Acceſs 
to Her, That the preſent Proſpect of the Church is very Melancholy, and 17 
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folved by Force to make the Cb--- h truckle to the Faction, whoſe Favourers are 
generally put into Places. | 


of the Government. is not much more Comfortable. That the Miniſters are re- 


Theſe are very proper Expreſſions to move the People to Sed tion; 


but the Falſeneſs of the Charge is known to every. body, that knows how 
theſe Gentlemen, that are here called Na-Church- men, have acted in Par- 
liament in behalf of: the Church, where the Good of the Church was viſibly 
Concerned. They vigorouſly oppoſed a Bill of the Quakers, which if 


paſs'd, would have proved very prejudicial to the Clergy, with rela- 


tion to their Dxes; they were moſt ready to exempt the poorer Clergy 
from Taxes, and were moſt officions in propoſing Methods for Augment- 
ing their Revenues, with many other good Offices done by them the 
Benefit of the Church and Clergy. And if that one ſingle Point can be 
ctearly made out, that the Oceaſional Bill is for the Ad vantage of either, 
I dare be poſitive, that theſe very Zow-Churcb-men will be as forward as 
any Men whatever to promote it. f 

But ſome Men, let them do never ſo many good Turns to the Church, 


and a never ſo frequently in it, yet have not the Arts of Inſinvating 
themſelves into the Favour of ſome of the Clergy, or of gaining a toler- 


able Character from them; while others that can propofe Rills that are 
apparently to their Diſſervice, and oppoſe thoſe that are for therr 
Advantage, have yet found out ways of ſtanding always very fair in their 
Good Graces. | 
perfectly agree with the Ari i, That eblmndance of Knwviſh Pains 

bave been taken, to divide the Ch. hin High and Low; and ſome even of 
the Pccleſraſticks hade been ſo. f-oliſh, as to go into that dangerous Diſtinttion, 
cqntrived by their Enemies, on purpoſe to divide and ſet them together by the 
Ears. For l do verily believe, that thoſe Diſtin&ions were raiſed and 
ſpread about by the Enemies both of the Church and Government. But 
tbe Memorialiſts have the leaſt reaſon to complain of them, for their 
Friends have been no loſers by them, even among the Clergy themſelves. 
For the Clergy generally interpreted a High-Chyrch-man to be the onl 
true Church-man, and the Lom: C bureh-· men to he no chrch- men; and 
they have generally paſs'd throughout the Nation, to the Decziving very 


many People that wiſtrd well to the Church, and to the Diſadvantage of - 
many worthy Gentlemen that have done Great Services to it. And a 


late Writer on the Afemorial fide, has fetch'd in all the Help of Zogict 
to prove that the DiſtmiCtion is rightly interpreted, i. e. That Higb and 


Lom, ſigniſe True Church-men,. and” No Church- men; and indeed he has 


proved it as far as any Man can do, that can defend a Poſition without 
Reaſon, and prove It without, Argument. | 
am not unwilling to allow, That FF the ' Obſervation of the Ru- 
back ana Canons denommates a Man a High-Charch-man , every Presbyter 
of. the Oh ch E- , i, or ought to be a High-Ch — ch-man. 
But then I hope ve may add, That a deference and dutiful Reſpect to our 
til and Eccleſtaſtical Covernonss ſubuld make pars of the Cbæracler. And 


4 
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if the Character of a High-Church-man, is to be known by theſe Marks, 


I ſhould be for agreeing, that none ſhould go by that Name, but in 
whom thoſe Marks are to be found; but then the Higb-· Church- men, as they 
are now called, muſt change their Name: becauſe the Character can't 
belong to them. And the Low-Church-men muſt be obliged to aſſume 
it, which they would not be unwilling to do upon the afore-ſaid Con- 
ditions, Let but that Interpretation always go along with the Name, and 
if that would Gratifie the Higb-Church Men, I know a great Number 
that would be extreamly pleas'd with it, and heartily thank them. 
for the Change. 

But I muſt not over-look one of the Greateſt Complaints of the Dan- 
5 of the Church; and that is the Uſe of the Specious and Faſhionable 

/ord, Moderation, ſo often recommended of late from the Th—ne, By 
which the People bave been ſo very much deluded, and by which the Ch · cb 
is in the danger. 

If the People are deluded by this, it is their own faults; but they are 
thoſe that tell them, That Moderation is uſed to bring Men to an In- 
difference to the Ch ch, and its Intereſt, and to abandon all Care and 
Solicitude for its Security; that deceive and impoſe upon them; and if 
the Church is in danger, it is brought into it by the beat and vio- 
lence of ſome Men, that pretend to ferve it. Intemperate Zeal never 
did the Church any Service; it 2 advantages to-its Enemies before, 
and where-ever it has been ruined, it was that furions miſguided Zeal 
that very much occaſioned it; by giving the firſt handle to its Enemies. 
Men may be won by gentle methods, but will always oppoſe, as far as 
they are able, thoſe that are Violent. And thoſe that ſet on foch a 
Method, may be called Zealots, but are not real Friends to the Church. 

The Memorialiſts challenge theſe Moderate Men to Explain what is the 
Moderation they require; for they know: none they- can mean, unleſs ir be 
Indifference to the Church, g 

One would think ir ſnould not have been very difficult to have known 
what is meant by Moderation, after all the Sermons and Diſcourſes that 
have been publiſh'd, of Bp: Milbins, A. B. Titlotſon, Dr. Whitchcot, and 
many others Learned and Pions Men about it. I know no Moderation 
requir'd or preach d by the Moderate Men, but ſuch as the Scripture re- 
quires; and that is Gentleneſs and Forbearance, by Meetneſs endeavouring 
to gain thoſe t hat oppoſe themſelves, and that differ in their opinions. An 
all this is very Conſiſtent with a true and hearty Zeat for the Church; 
- which has not been once ſhewn that thoſe Afoderate Men ever wanted 
npon juſt and proper Occaſions. | | 

But thoſe Men of all others ſhould leaſt complain of their want of Zeal; 
for their Exceſs of it has appear'd in nothing ſo much, as in their en- 
deavours to gratific an ungrateful and mutable Company of Men whom: - 
no Favours will ever oblige. Tho' on the other ſide, they ought - 
to be thankful for their want of Zeal to chaſtiſe their Inſolence and In- 


gratitude. But one would think that theſe that ought. to feel the — | 
o: 


* 
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$f it, wor be the Mea that ſhqp Id quicken them. They maß ſoon 
enough fad, that Puniſhments = Ig are long a coming; are. not leſs cer. 


tain, nor fall with leſs Severity. And indeed the Dangers which 
and State are in, xequire that ſome Effectual Check ſhorld be 
 Faltious Humours that occaſioned — ini . th 
lent and Unquiet part of Mankind. is enough from being à Ver. 
tue. And who thoſe ane, tis to de hqped the, Aſemorialiſts will be con- 
vinced, by other ways, than by plain feaſons. For as ſtiff and xeſolute 
as they ſeem to be, there ate arguments that cin make them ſenſible, 
As for other Moderation, ſock as the Scripture requires, I know. no 
True Chyrch-man, or True Chriſi need be ed of it. There can be 
no ſuch*hing as right Zeal without. it, und for thoſe. that cry it; ah 
let. theix-gnepemggs be what they will, tis certain. hey hi ſome 
to Serve than * of ce Church. W GY 2 in ug 
moſt pyoper lignification oft, ts «<Aquitas, that w is right : 
the doing by others as. we would deſire they ſhould b os, if 
we were in their Circumſtances, which enjoyns vs to uſe Proteſtant. Diſ- 
ſenters among our ſel ves, (as we.are-obliged by that vertue with Reſpe&t 
to them) as we would deſige our ſelyes to be uſed, if we we were in other 
Froteſt ant Countries. And if any are againſt ſuch a "Moderation, let their 
Zeal be what it will, they — 4. conſult the Honour or Intereſt of the 
Church, nor anſwer the intention of Chriſtianity, If they can. ſpew us any 
Inſtances;of a furious zeal, joyn'd. with a hatred to the Perſons of Men, 
and with a perpetual Railing at them, ever making any True Converts 
to the Church, or being;preſerib'd as proper to that End in the Goſpel, 
they will then olfer at thing like an Argument for laying aſide Ao- 
.deration in ſuch Caſes, as at beſt an Unneceſlary Vertue. But if the con- 
trary is apparent, if ſuch zeal never attained thoſe Ends, we ſhall think 
it abſolutely neceſſary to retain the Vertue of Moderation as vey uſeful to 
preſerve the Peace and Quiet of the World, and to promote <lyrereſt 


and Welfare of the Church, . | 

And — . | ſhall End theſe Papers, with an Obſer vation of our 
late Wiſe and Excellent Primate, A. B. Tillotſon upon thisVertue, in his 
Preface to Bp. Wilkins's Sermons, Where ſpeaking of that Good and 
Learned Biſhop; I purpoſely (ſays He) mention bis Moderation, and lie- 
_ Wiſe adventure to commend bim for it ;, notwithſtanding that this Vertue 4 
nuch eſtet med and meg niſied by Wiſe Men in all Ages, bath of late been 
claimed azainſt with ſo much zeal and fierceneſs,and yet with that Good Grace 
Con 2 as if it were not only no Vertue, but — the Sam and Abridgm 
of fl Vices I ſay, notwithſtanding all "this, J am ſtill of the old opinion, 
That Voderation is a Vertue, — go of the peculiar Ornaments and Ad- | 
vantages of the Excellent Corftitution of our Cinch, and muſt at laſs be t 
4 75 of Her Members, eſpecially the Clergy, if ever me ſeriouſly inten 

the firm Eſt abliſhment of this Church, and do not Induſtrionſlydefi 10 cheriſh· 
ing Heats and Diviſions among our Selves, to let in Popery at 2 © Heachen. 
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